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WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE....
Our Mission
is to become faithful 

followers of Christ 
and thus active Greek 
Orthodox Christians by 

accepting and submitting 
to the Will of our Lord 
so that we may realize 

salvation and enter into 
the Kingdom of God.

Our Vision: With the Grace of God, to provide a loving and caring Community where all belong to Christ, 
through worship, sacramental life, everyday spiritual discipline, sanctification, education, witness and fellowship.
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Orthodoxy from
Ghana to Charlotte

Left: Father Kwame, center, with Ghana Ministry 
chair Zoe Cavalaris and Jimmy Cavalaris.
Below: Attendees at the Missions Ministry 
Dinner in honor of Father Kwame Labi.
Photos provided by Zoe Cavalaris

August 26, 2018: Father Vasileios addresses the children just before the blessing of the bookbags for the upcoming school year. Deacon George is 
standing at left and PC Member Maria Kotrotsios is at right. Photo courtesy of Angelo Pete Politis
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THE EDITOR’S NOTE by George Zogzas THE VOICE AND HOLY TRINITY CONTACTS

 Dear Readers:

Welcome back. And just like that, it is two months 
of hot weather behind us and the cool crisp days of 
autumn are in sight. While many of us enjoyed summer 
vacations near and far, some of our parishioners 
stayed busy taking care of business in all directions. 
NORTH- The  National Clergy-Laity Congress was 
held in Boston, MA the fi rst week of July. Holy Trinity 
delegates were in attendance and we have two fi rst-
hand accounts on page 7. SOUTH- Choir members 
headed to Mobile, AL for their annual SFGOCM 
conference. See page 10.

 EAST to WEST- Zoe Cavalaris’ mission work begun last year led to 
the Charlotte Greek Orthodox community hosting Father Kwame Labi from 
Ghana for four days. His visit included raising money to fund scholarships 
and upgrade the computer room facilities at their St. Peter’s College school. 
See page 9.

 George Watson, CPA, shares a brief review of the federal tax cuts 
that were enacted in late 2017. We included it here because some provisions 
in that legislation can have a signifi cant impact on our personal fi nances and 
that may refl ect in our fi nancial stewardship to Holy Trinity. His comments 
are on page 6.

 Speaking of page 6, we asked our Sunday school directors several 
questions about the upcoming school year that begins on Sunday September 
23. They are expecting around 400 students! Please read Sarah Vastis’ answers 
to our questions. Preschool and Greek School will also kick off their new 
years in September. Their details are on pages 14 and 15, respectively.

Enjoy.

George Zogzas, Editor
voice@htgo.org
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THE VOICE submission schedule for upcoming issues
Below is the schedule for submitting articles, photographs, and 
advertisements to be included in the upcoming issues.

ISSUE DEADLINE PUBLICATION DATE
SEP/OCT Friday, October 19, 2018 November 5, 2018
NOV/DEC Friday, December 21, 2018 January 7, 2019
JAN/FEB Friday, February 15, 2019 March 4, 2019
MAR/APR Friday, April 19, 2019 May 6, 2019

Yiasou Greek Festival 5K Run
August 25, 2018: The kick-off event to the Yiasou Festival started on a nice  

and early Saturday morning. Over 1100 runners registered for the race. They were 
greeted by 56 GOYA and parent volunteers on hand to make sure the race ran 
smoothly. Below, some of our happy volunteers.

Photo courtesy of Angelo Pete Politis.
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REFLECTIONS FROM 
FATHER VASILEIOS

by Father Vasileios Tsourlis
Dean of the Cathedral 

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,

“What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after the one which is lost until 
he fi nds it? And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  
And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep which was lost!’ 
Luke 15:4-6 NKJV

Since my ordination to the Priesthood 
one of my priorities was to come closer 
to the Faithful who do not attend 
Church regularly or have even left the 
Church. I have interacted with them 
by working and socializing with them. 

What I have found may surprise you! 
Most of them prefer to attend Church 

on major Feast Days.  Perhaps it is 
because that is what they learned 
growing up. 

Most of them feel guilty about 
not attending Church. These guilty 
feelings were especially prevalent 
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among adults who had children living 
at home. I often hear people saying 
“Every Sunday morning I wake up 
and feel terrible about not taking my 
Child/Children to church.” Others say 
“It’s tough to start a habit of doing 
something you’ve never done before.” 

You may wonder now, if they feel 
guilty, why do they continue to avoid 
church? As strange as it may sound 
they do not think they can fi t in a place 
they don’t attend regularly.  Others are 
uncertain about church protocol. They 
just fear that they will feel out of place.

What can we do the encourage them 
to attend church? The answer is given 
below!

Nine ty -s ix  pe rcen t  o f  non-
Churchgoers are at least somewhat 
likely to attend Church if they are 
invited.  Perhaps we need to pause 
on this response. Perhaps we need to 
restate it.  More than nine out of 10 of 
the non-regular Churchgoers say they 
would come to Church if they were 
invited. If you learn anything from 
this article, this is what you should 
remember.

It is estimated that we have more than 
1500 Families here in Charlotte that 
chose to attend Church at Holy Trinity. 
If the research is close to accurate, the 
implications are staggering, Over 5,500 
thousand people would start attending 
Holy Trinity Cathedral if they were 
invited!

What constitutes an invitation? For 
many of the non-regular Churchgoers, 
it was a simple invitation to come 
back to Church. For others, it may be 
an invitation that included an offer to 
meet someone at Church to show them 
around or walk them in the building. In 
either case, the process is pretty basic. 
If we invite them, they will come.

We who are attending Church 
regularly must challenge ourselves. 
When was the last time you invited a 

non-regular Churchgoer to join you one 
Sunday here at Holy Trinity? When 
was the last time you offered to meet 
someone and show him or her around 
our Historic Church or to make an 
appointment to meet me? 

Let us suppose that, instead of 9 
out of 10, only half of the non-regular 
Churchgoers in our Parish would come 
to Church if invited. That means, out 
of 1,500 non-regular Churchgoers 
Families, 750 Families would be 
willing to come to Church on a much 
regular basis. Can you imagine how 
many people would be reached for our 
Lord Jesus Christ if that happened?

Perhaps it is time we start inviting 
people that we know to join us on 
Sundays at the Church. It may be that 
simple, and it may be that profound.

Very few of the non-regular 
Churchgoers have had someone share 
with them their Spiritual benefits 
of attending Church regularly. The 
surprise is no longer a surprise. If we 
as regular Churchgoing Orthodox 
Christians do not invite other Orthodox 
Christians to Church, we cannot be 
surprised if they are not infl uenced by 
the Gospel.

Most of the non-regular Churchgoers 
have a positive view of Parish Priests, 
Parish council members and the 
Church. Only a few think that priests are 
hypocrites, always after money, driving 
nice cars, and having condescending 
views of others. 

Perhaps even more surprising 
was the generally positive attitude 
the non-regular Churchgoers have 
toward the Church. The vast majority 
believe that the Church is still relevant 
today. Indeed, many of them perceive 
the church to be the most relevant 
institution in society today.

This surprising response leads to 
another question. If they see the Church 
in a positive light, and if they perceive 

the Church to be relevant, why are they 
still non-regular Churchgoers or even 
unchurched?

The answer seems to be twofold. 
First ,  some of the non-regular 
Churchgoers have visited Churches, but 
their experiences have been negative. 
Unfriendliness, unkept facilities, poor 
signage, and general confusion have 
been some of the descriptions about 
the Church from the non-regular 
Churchgoers.

What is amazing is that most of these 
men and women still view the Church 
in a positive way after a negative 
experience. These men and women 
tend to be forgiving, even if they are 
hesitant to return to Church.

But the second reason for their 
absence takes us back to what I 
said before. Most of the non-regular 
Churchgoers have never been invited 
to Church and would attend if invited. 
All we need to do is call some of your 
Family and Friends and invite them to 
join you this coming Sunday to Church. 
Make it interesting. Inspire them. Make 
plans to spend time with them after 
Church.

What’s very important is that the 
non-regular Churchgoers are sincerely 
interested in those who witness Christ.

All non-regulars have a Church 
background. Some were previous 
members of Holy Trinity and may have 
left for various reasons. Others have 
visited Holy Trinity on one or more 
occasions. Others were brought to Holy 
Trinity as children. The point is simple. 
Do not assume that all non-regulars are 
clueless about the Church. A majority 
can recall many years of attending 
Holy Trinity in their past.

The reasons they left Holy Trinity 
are numerous. Some had negative 
experiences. Others who went as 
children dropped out when their 

Continued on page 5
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ANNOUNCING THE TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY
by Mitch Christenbury

 Hi I’m Mitch Christenbury.

I’m excited about heading up our Transportation Ministry here at 
Holy Trinity. Our goal is to help pick up people in our community that 
cannot come to church on their own. For now we will use our current 
bus.  Once we get this kicked off , we will have a schedule on our bus 
services based on the demand and the areas we will service.

Donations-We would love to have a new bus that would be better 
suited to bring people who may have special needs. One with an elevator 
to assist getting in and out of the bus and for the fuel needed.

We want to hear from you whether you, or someone you know, could 
benefi t from transportation to and from  Holy Trinity, or if you can help 
the ministry and be a driver. Feel free 
to reach out to me at mchristenbury@
carolinacat.com.

Thanks,

Mitch

UPDATE ON COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES
by George Zogzas

On Tuesday, August 21, 2018, in the 
Nixon Archival Library, Stewarship 
representative Elaine Fagan and 
Parish Council President Dino Pappas 
facilitated a meeting of the ministry 
representatives. This was the follow-up 
to a meeting in the spring of this year 
which introduced the idea of a “council 
of ministries”, or COM.

While still in the infant stage, the 
purpose of the meeting was spelled out 
by Elaine:

Meeting Purpose 
Council of Ministries is a semiannual 

meeting of ministry heads to be held 
prior to each General Assembly. 
The purpose of these meetings is to 
streamline communications among 
all ministries and increase awareness, 
help promote parish services, and to 
effectively address needs/challenges 
that are typically shared by many 
ministries. Currently all ministries are 
working in silos, this is an opportunity 
to effectively come together and to work 
as a cohesive unit in order to better serve 

the parish.
The Summer/Fall meeting will focus 

on budget and the Winter/Spring will be  
Goal focused along with the PC Liaisons 
assignments.

Ministry Action Items: 
• Confi rm that the correct individuals 

are assigned to the correct ministry 
Notify Elaine Fagan with the correct 
contact information

• For those that have not completed, 
complete and submit Ministry  
Registration Form by 8/31:

• Budgets for each ministry are 
due to PC liaison by 9/30 and 
should include annual income and 
expenses with line item descriptions

• Submit picture: (guidelines for 
picture coming in September

• Develop a ministry tagline, a one-
line description

This is an exciting development 
for Holy Trinity. It should lead to 
coord ina t ion  of  ac t iv i t ies  and  
development of a holistic community 
calender.

 

AUG 21
Summer/Fall 

COM 
Meeting

AUG 31
Ministry 

registration 
forms due

SEP 30
2019 Ministry 
budgets due 

to PC

OCT 14
Fall General 
Assembly

FEB. 2019
Winter/ 

Spring COM 
Meeting

Council of Ministries Calendar

Reserve your seat to see this miraculous icon.
 704.334.4771
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PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
by Dino M. Pappas

 W e l c o m e 
back everyone 
from summer 
vacation. I hope 
this letter fi nds 
you well and 
relaxed. With 
t h e  s u m m e r 
ending and the 
fall nearing, the 
Holy Trinity 
calendar is full 
with activities. 

First and foremost is the Yiasou Festival 
and its preparation. Even though it is 
laborious and daunting, it really has 
become an annual Greek Charlotte 
reunion. It’s a time to showcase our 
Greek Heritage to Charlotte as well as 
reconnect with friends we don’t see as 
much as we would like. Make sure to 
come and serve at a booth any day you 
can. To help at the large food tent we 
have setup a volunteer’s signup page on 
SignUp Genius (www.SignUpGenius.
com/go/20F0449AFAE2CA5FE3-
food2) to make the process as easy as 
possible. If you cannot come during the 
festival, you are more than welcome 
the days before for preparation. Lastly,  
remember to purchase tickets to pass 
out to your ‘Xenoi’ friends at the Holy 

Trinity Church offi ce. 
After the festival, activities continue 

at full speed. Visit the Cathedral website 
(htgo.org/calendar) to see the calendar 
of services and events. Additionally 
contact the offi ce to make sure you are 
on the church email list. This guarantees 
you will receive the latest news of events 
and messages from Fr Vasileios.

Speaking of Fr. Vasileios, please 
congratulate him for passing his exams 
and presentation in Greece this summer. 
It was a 2 ½ hour presentation and Q/A 
session with theological professors. 
As well he is currently working on a 
theological essay that will be published 
after approval by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch. 

Lastly an update from the last Voice 
article concerning prayer candles, we 
will have a single 7 day prayer candle. 
These can be purchased at the pangari 
for $7. They will be placed in the 
Narthex. If everything goes well we 
hope to place them at the Holy Altar 
screen wall in front of the icons.

I look forward to seeing everyone at 
the Festival.

May the Holy Trinity protect us.

parents stopped coming, and others tried 
Holy Trinity but left unimpressed and 
uninspired.

The non-regular Churchgoers would 
like to develop a real and sincere 
relationship with YOU and with Holy 
Trinity. 

We as active Orthodox Christians 
must make it our highest priority to bring 
back the ones who are lost. Our hearts 

should ache for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ and we should take whatever 
time is necessary to get to know them 
and to share the love of Christ in word 
and deed.

Winning the lost and reaching out to 
non-regular Churchgoers is really not a 
big mystery. There are thousands of men 
and women waiting for one of us regular 
Churchgoers to spend time with them 
and to show them that WE REALLY 

CARE FOR THEM. Jesus desired that 
none would perish. In this midst of his 
packed schedule, He took time to show 
His love to sinners. 

Are we willing to do likewise? If 
Yes, pick up your phone right now and 
invite your Family members and Friends 
to attend Church with you this coming 
Sunday and every Sunday!

Father V continued from page 3
“Teach a child in 

the ways he should 
go and when he is 

old he will not
depart from it.”
(Proverbs 22:6) 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sept 6-9: YIASOU Festival  (We need EVERYONES help)
  

Sept 8: Feast Day: Nativity of Theotokos

Sept 11: Greek School Agiasmos in Church

Sept 13: Greek School classes start

Sept 14: Feast Day:  Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Sept 17: Preschool Agiasmos in Preschool rooms

Sept 18: Preschool classes start

Sept 23: Sunday School classes start

Sept 27: Forever Young in social room at 5pm

Sept 29: Miraculous Icon of Panagia Vimatarissa at the Diakonia 
Center 11:00 AM

Sept 29: Comedy Night with Ellen Karis in Fr. C hall 7:00 PM

Oct 5-7: Connect Conference in Atlanta for young Adults ages 21-39

TBA Open Budget Meeting to be announced after Festival

Oct 14 General Assembly at 12:00 Noon
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The Tax Jobs and Cuts Act of 2017 
was signed into law by President 
Trump on December 22, 2017, and 
most of its provisions become effective 
January 1, 2018, which means they will 
be relevant to individual income tax 
returns fi led April 15, 2019. Following 
is a summary of selected provisions 
relevant to individuals and their small 
businesses which you might find 
useful.

REDUCED TAX RATES: The new 
law retains the seven tax brackets, 
but the rates in fi ve of the brackets is 
reduced by three to four percentage 
points, depending on the bracket.

N E W  S M A L L B U S I N E S S 
DEDUCTION: This is a new “free” 
deduction, intended to stimulate small 
business. If you own a business in 
the form of a sole proprietorship, S 
corporation, partnership, or LLC, and 
your taxable income on your return 
is less than $157,500 (individuals) or 
$315,000 (Married-Joint), you will 
be entitled to an additional deduction 
of 20% of the “Qualified Business 
Income” (QBI) from your business – 
the deduction will further reduce your 
taxable income, which means your 
tax liability will decrease. Your QBI 
is generally the net income from your 
business. For taxable income above the 
stated amounts, the deduction phases 
out. If you have rental properties, 
the net earnings is QBI and subject 
to the 20% deduction! Also, this 
deduction applies to income taxes only, 
not the self-employment tax. If you 
operate your business in the form of 
an S corporation, the requirement of 
a “reasonable” salary is still in effect. 
EXAMPLE: If you are married, own 
a restaurant, and have taxable income 
of $315,000 (all of which comes from 
your restaurant), you would receive 
an additional deduction of $63,000 – 
which translates to $15,120 in your 
pocket ($63,000 deduction x 24% 
marginal tax rate = $15,120).

DEPENDENCY EXEMPTIONS 
E L I M I N AT E D :  D e p e n d e n c y 
exemptions are eliminated.

STANDARD DEDUCTION: The 
standard deduction is effectively 
doubled. For Single individuals, 
your new standard deduction will 
be $12,000, and for Married-Joint it 
will be $24,000, both amounts almost 
double what they were under the old 
law.

MORTGAGE INTEREST: For 
homes (and second residences) 
fi nanced after December 15, 2017, the 
cap on mortgage interest is limited to 
$750,000 of acquisition indebtedness, 
and interest on home equity loans is 
no longer deductible. However, the old 
cap of $1,000,000 is stilll applicable 
to acquisition indebtedness that had 
been fi nanced up until December 15, 
2017 (this applies to second residences 

The Voice submitted several questions to the Sunday 
School directors about the upcoming school year.
Q.  What is the mission of the Holy Trinity Sunday 
School Program?
A.  Our mission is to provide our youth with a Christ-centered 
education of our Orthodox Faith, and to cultivate a community 
through Worship, Fellowship, Service, and Witness. 
Q.  When does Sunday School start? (month and date)
A.  We will begin classes on September 23, two Sundays 
after the festival. We are looking forward to another great 
year with our students and teachers! The four of us and our 
subcommittees are currently working on the plans for all of the 
year’s upcoming activities, including the Sunday of Service, 
Christmas Pageant, and Oratorical Festival. Be on the lookout 
for more information throughout the year.
Q.  How do parents register their children? Is the 
registration form available for download from the htgo.
org website?
A.  Registration forms are available in the church offi ce and 
on the Holy Trinity website. Please fi ll these out each year so 
that we are able to order enough books and resources for each 
class. We also communicate mainly through email, so please 
provide an email address that you check regularly and add 
htgocsundayschool@gmail.com to your contact list. 
Q.  At what age are children old enough to start Sunday 
School?
A.  We have two pre-K classes, one for 3-year-old children, 
and one for 4-year-old children. Any child who will be 3 
years old on or before the fi rst day of Sunday School can 
register. It is preferred that you register your child with the 
class that he/she will graduate so if, for example, you have  
a 5-year-old child in TK this year, please register them with 
the 4-year-old class. 
Q.  What time does class begin each Sunday and how 
long does it last?

A.  Classes begin after Holy Communion each Sunday, and 
depending on the length of Liturgy and Holy Communion, 
our start time will vary. Our end time, however, will always 
be 11:50am. Please note that if you drop your child off for 
Sunday School before Holy Communion begins, they may 
be waiting in an empty classroom. 
Q.  Are there any changes to the curriculum from past 
years? If so, what?
A.  Our offi cial curriculum follows the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese curriculum plan, but we do allow our teachers 
creative freedom to enrich their lesson plans. For example, 
Andi Pittman teaches our 4th graders, whose curriculum 
focuses on the theme “Growing with God.” Last year, she 
had the students plant oregano seeds in decorated pots 
and watched them grow throughout the year as a physical 
representation of how God helps us grow in our faith. 
The committee is also working on a few additions for this 
year. Our 5th graders will be learning the Creed, and our 
hope is that each of them will be able to recite it by memory 
by the end of the year. We also hope to enrich the curriculum 
for our High School seniors by using the Y2AM Ministry 
Guide, which will help our seniors with the challenges they 
will face as they transition into adulthood. Y2AM is the youth 
and young adult ministry team of the Archdiocese. You may 
have heard of them through their podcasts Be the Bee and 
Live the Word.
Q.  Do you need any additional volunteers to help with 
the program? 
A.  YES! We have nearly 400 children enrolled in the program 
and need volunteers of all ages and abilities to help it fl ourish. 
We need teachers, writers, cooks, event committee members, 
and more. If you can help, please stop by the Sunday School 
offi ce. We will also be sending emails throughout the year 
requesting specifi c volunteers, another reason to make sure 
htgocsundayschool@gmail.com is in your contact list. Thank 
you! 

too). And, you can still refi nance that 
old acquisition indebtedness without 
being subject to the new, reduced cap of 
$750,000 (but you cannot deduct interest 
on refinanced home equity loans). 
Starting in 2018, interest on home equity 
loans is no longer deductible, whether 
incurred before or after December 15, 
2017.

STATE AND LOCAL TAXES 
LIMITATION: State and local real 
estate, property, and income taxes will 
now be limited to $10,000.

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS: 
If your Standard Deduction is below the 
new threshold (see above), the marginal 
benefi t of a chritable contribution to a 
charitable entity will be diminished, 
because you are entitled to the new 
Standard Deduction anyway. But, that 
doesn’t mean the Church doesn’t still 
need your money! 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMIZED 
D E D U C T I O N S  R E P E A L : 
Miscellaneous itemized deductions 
that were subject to the 2% limitation 
are now repealed. Therefore, expenses 
such as tax return preparation fees 
and unreimbursed employee business 
expenses (like mileage) are no longer 
deductible. However, if your employer 
properly reimburses you for employee 
business expenses under an “accountable 
plan”, your employer will still get the 
deduction, and it will still be excluded 
from your taxable income.

ENHANCED CHILD TAX CREDIT: 
For tax years 2017 and before, taxpayers 

were entitled to a 1,000 credit for each 
child that had not reached age 17 as of 
the end of the year. That credit is now 
increased to $2,000 per child, and is 
“refundable” up to a possible $1,400 
(the balance can only reduce your tax 
liability). The credit is 15% of your 
net earned income in excess of $2,500 
(down from $3,000, meaning that there 
is more income eligible for the credit). 
The credit phases out for incomes 
above $200,000 (Single) and $400,000 
(Married-Joint).

NEW $500 CREDIT: For each person 
who could have qualifi ed as a dependent 
under the old law but was not your 
“qualifying child”, you can now claim a 
new $500 credit which is not refundable 
(it cannot create a refund), subject to the 
same phase-out amounts as the Child 
Tax Credit (above).

OBAMACARE PENALTY: The 
penalty for failure to maintain health 
insurance is eliminated starting in 2019. 
Therefore, unless you are subject to an 
exemption, taxpayers are still required 
to mantain health insurance. Please 
note that if health insurance seems to be 
too high for you in the “marketplace”, 
quite a few of my clients have been 
able to reduce their monthly health 
insurance premiums substantially by 
obtaining coverage via “Medishare” 
– it is not really “insurance”, but it 
purports to pay your covered medical 
expenses and qualifi es as an exemption 
to the Obamacare penalty for failure to 
mantain health insurance.

SECTION 529 PLANS EXPANDED: 
Under Section 529 plans, the income 
or earnings of contributed amounts 
grow income tax-free and are not 
taxed upon distribution for “qualifi ed” 
post-secondary education expenses. 
Under the new law, distributions of up 
to $10,000 per child per year are now 
allowed income tax free for qualifi ed 
tuition to elementary and secondary 
schools, and it applies to public, private, 
and religious schools. The exclusion 
is on a per student basis, meaning that 
multiple individuals may not set up 
separate 529 plans and get the exclusion 
to the extent the distributions exceed a 
total of $10,000.    

PHASE II: From my reading on 
the subject, talks are ongoing as to a 
second round of tax reform to come 
soon (maybe for the mid-terms?). There 
is potential for one very relevant and 
HUGE surprise - I have read that they 
are considering indexing cost basis of 
capital investments, which means that 
upon sale there will be less capital gain 
that would be taxed. For example, if you 
had purchased a share of stock 20 years 
ago for $10 and sold it today for $100, 
the gain would no longer be $90 – the 
$10 cost basis would be increased to 
take infl ation into account over the 20 
years you owned it, thereby substantially 
reducing the gain. Cool stuff!
Editor’s note: All examples are for 
illustrative purposes only. Consult your 
own tax professional for your personal 
situation.

PERSONAL FINANCE:
Selected Provisions of the 
Tax Jobs and Cuts Act of 

2017
by George A. Watson, III, CPA

Q&A WITH SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTORS By Sarah Vastis
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REPORT FROM CLERGY-LAITY By Kiki Karres

The 44th Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America was held in 
Boston, Massachusetts on July 1st to 
the 5th, at the Boston Marriott Copley 
Place Hotel. The conference was hosted 
by the Holy Metropolis of Boston and 
His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios 
of Boston.

The theme for the Conference was 
“All Things are Possible to the One 
Who Believes in Christ”. The entire 
conference focused on the power 
to make the impossible possible, 
the unreachable reachable and the 
unachievable achievable.

More than 1400 attended the 
conference, representing 346 parishes. 

On Monday morning the conference 
began with Archbishops Demetrios’ 
keynote address. In his address, His 
Eminence thanked all in attendance 
and praised the work that has been 
done in all parishes since the prior 
Clergy-Laity Conference, two years 
ago.  His Eminence also noted and 
spoke in detail about the economic 
diffi culties, problems and organizational 
ineffi ciencies that have occurred in the 
Archdiocese since 2016. He apologized 
for this dire situation and for the pain 
and frustration this has brought upon 
each and every parish. He stated that as 
a result of these unfortunate outcomes, 
the Archdiocese is taking appropriate 
measures to correct the situation. His 
Eminence went on to say that these and 
other challenges facing our church today 
are not new to the Orthodox Christian 
Church. The Orthodox church has faced 
persecutions, fi nancial diffi culties and 
many challenges, dating back to the 
early church in Apostolic times. His 
Eminence said that in order to overcome 
these challenges, we all need to work 
together as a community. As Christians 
who believe in Christ, we can make a 
difference and not allow our parishes 
to crumble due to social, cultural, 
psychological or fi nancial problems. 
If we believe in our church and in 
ourselves, as a community, there are no 
obstacles. I can do all things in Christ 
and with Christ Who strengthens me. 
(Philip 4:12-13). “All things are possible 
to the one who believes in Christ”.

On Tuesday, all representatives 
were transported by buses to Hellenic 
College Holy Cross where lunch was 
served. After lunch, a tour of the 
facilities was given to all in attendance. 
The President of the college and other 
speakers shared their plans for the future 
of the school. They discussed the critical 
role that Hellenic College Holy Cross 
plays in ensuring a vibrant future for the 
Orthodox Church. The college prepares 
people holistically for a life of service 
for both the church and the world. The 
speakers also discussed how fi nancial 
support from individuals and parishes 
is essential to furthering the education 
and spiritual formation of the next 
generation of Orthodox leaders.  

O n  T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a l l 

representatives attended a beautiful 
cultural night of Hellenic music. 
Panagiotis Liaropoulos, along  with a 
15-piece orchestra and other artists, 
gave everyone the opportunity to listen 
to music of our heritage, which included 
Greek Art Music, Rembetiko and Greek 
traditional and Folk music. 

The conference had many seminars 
and workshops to attend.  A few that were 
very interesting and could be benefi cial 
for our community were the following. 
“From Wedgies to Widgets: Bullying in 
the Age of Technology”. This workshop 
spoke about bullying. Bullying has 
been around forever, however in this 
new day and age, bullying has found 
a new platform; cyberspace. Bullying 
was something that occurred face to 
face 20 years ago.  When the bully was 
no longer visible, the bullying stopped. 
You could identify them, predict their 
behavior and try to steer clear of them. 
Now bullying may begin with a face to 
face interaction but it can also lurk in 
the shadowy solace of cellphones and 
computers. The bully can have no face 
and no identity. The cyber bully hides 
behind a fake name and continuously 
posts embarrassing pictures on a fake 
webpage or maliciously insults the 
victim with text messages, in blogs 
and chatrooms. How do we as parents, 
teachers, ministers and adults recognize 
and communicate with the children of 
our communities how serious of an 
issue this is?

“Things You Can Do Now to Improve 
Religious Education”. This was a 
workshop on the challenge’s we are 
faced with as we move forward in 
the world of technology, and how to 
benefi t from these advancements. First 
and foremost, our children today have 
the opportunity to quickly “google “ 
something and fi nd out what the answer 
is immediately. Our current system of 
religious education was developed at a 
different time and in a different cultural 
context. With the advancements in 
technology today, we must fi nd new 
ways to educate religion to our youth 
and engage them in the Orthodox Faith. 

The Clergy-Laity Conference 
concluded on Thursday, July 5th with 
a Grand Banquet.

Thank you to Father Vasileios, the 
Parish Council and all the parishioners 
of Holy Trinity Cathedral for the 
opportunity to attend the 44th Biennial 
Clergy-Laity Congress in Boston this 
year. It was a beautiful experience 
meeting many people from different 
communities throughout the United 
States.

Editor’s Note: In addition to Kiki, Holy 
Trinity delegates to the Clergy Laity  
Congress included  Fr. Vasileios, Dino 
Pappas, and George Karres

Editor’s note: Floriana attended the tenth annual AHI Foreign Policy trip to 
Washington D.C., Greece, and Cyprus. During her trip she met with foreign offi cials 
and ambassadors to discuss  U.S - Greek Relations and U.S. - Cypriot Relations.

American Hellenic Institute Foundation Foreign Policy Trip:
Human Rights and Politics Collide in Cyprus 

The Ethnic Cleansing of Turkish occupied Cyprus is not merely a political issue 
that has haunted the Middle East for 45 years, but a Humanitarian issue as well. 
The illegal Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974 removed 160,000 Greek Cypriots 
of the 800,000 Cypriot population from their homes. While hundreds of thousands 
of people were displaced during the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, what is often 
overlooked is the 1,510 Greek Cypriots and 492 Turkish Cypriots that disappeared 
during the two periods of violence. Some victims were taken from their homes; 
others were executed during military operations. Bodies were dumped in wells, 
shallow pits, and mass graves on the island. Additionally, the 338 Greek Cypriots 
and 105 Maronites left still living in the occupied area are often disregarded. What 
should be regarded as a global humanitarian issue is being used as a political tool 
by the Turkish government. 

To address the missing people in Cyprus, the Committee for Missing Persons 
began in 2005. Through the American Hellenic Institute Foreign Policy Trip to 
Greece and Cyprus, I was able to meet with The Presidential Commissioner Mr. 
Fotis Fotiou and The Director of Service for Missing Persons Mr. Xenophon Kallis. 
According to Fotiou and Kallis, the European Union 

ESSAY: HUMAN RIGHTS AND POLITICS IN CYPRUS 
By Floriana Boardman

continued on page 14

PHILOPTOCHOS By Frances Troupes

 The 2018 National Philoptochos 
Biennial Convention was held July 1-5 
at the Marriott Copley Place in Boston, 
MA.  The theme of the convention this 
year was, “All things are possible to 
the one who believes in Christ” (Mark 
9:23}. The convention was educational 
and empowering. Delegates learned 
about philanthropic giving and the 
work of our sister chapters across 
the country.  Representing Charlotte 
were Irene Politis, Atlanta Metropolis 
President, delegates Pam Bostian, 
Cathy Poulimenos, Frances Troupes and 
Christina Besseas.

Many inspir ing guests  spoke 
about their service and dedication to 
worthwhile causes. JoNell Efantis 
Potter, from the THRIVE clinic in 
Miami, FL treats the health care needs 
of survivors of human trafficking.  
Denise Garlick, the Massachusetts 
state representative talked about the 
opioid epidemic. Despina Kartson, the 
author of “Last Night’s Soup Run”, 
talked about serving more than 10,000 
meals a month in New York City. Tim 
Tassopoulos, President and COO of 
Chick-fi l-A, presented an interactive 
talk on leadership and how Philoptochos 
members can use this knowledge to be 
better leaders. We also learned about the 

national program initiated in 2004 called 
Chapter Challenges. Nine chapters are 
chosen to select a project that refl ects 
the work of Philoptochos.  Project 
presentations included (1) providing 
warm clothing, blankets, food, and 
school supplies to the residents of the 
Navajo Reservation in New Mexico (2) 
helping an autism clinic raise money 
and install an outdoor play area, (3) 
sponsoring three Ronald McDonald 
rooms, and (4) supporting the many 
needy children in Cyprus and Greece.

On Tuesday, Philoptochos delegates 
were treated to a tour of Hellenic 
College/ Holy Cross School of Theology.  
President Fr. Christopher Metropulos 
discussed plans for the school’s future 
and how important our support is. We 
attended seminars by the administrators, 
professors and students and visited the 
chapel, gymnasium and cafeteria.  After 
the morning session we were served 
a wonderful meal outside under large 
tents (thank goodness for the fans and 
tents.  90+ degrees in Boston is HOT). 
The afternoon sessions included open 
forums and presentations by the IOCC, 
OCF and Saint Basil Academy.

On Wednesday, the AGAPE Awards 
Breakfast honored nine women for 
giving of their time and talent to help 
those most in need. It was followed by 
day-long general assembly meetings.

The Feed the Hungry Program,  
launched in 2015, encourages chapters 
across the country establish local 
programs to feed those in need.  The 
program has been very successful 
and the challenge for 2018 was to 
provide 1,000,000 meals by the 2018 
Convention. Philoptochos and Clergy 
Laity delegates at the convention helped 
surpass this goal by participating in an 
early morning meal packaging event on 
Thursday.  They provided 10,000 meals 
for the hungry within a two hour period!
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BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome

and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church: Grace, peace and mercy

From the Creator of All, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

Twenty-nine years have now passed since the 
Mother Church established the Feast of Indiction as the 
“Day of Protection of the Environment.” Throughout 
this time,· the Ecumenical Patriarchate has inspired 
and pioneered various activities, which have borne 
much fruit and highlighted the spiritual and ecological 
resources of our Orthodox tradition.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate’s ecological initiatives 
provided a stimulus for theology to showcase the 
environmentally-friendly principles of Christian 
anthropology and cosmology as well as to promote 
the truth that no vision for humanity’s journey through 
history has any value if it does not also include 
the expectation of a world that functions as a real 
“home” (oikos) for humanity, particularly at a time 
when the ongoing and increasing threat against the 
natural environment is fraught with the possibility 
of worldwide ecological destruction. This evolution 
is a consequence of a specifi c choice of economic, 
technological and social development that respects 
neither the value of the human being nor the sanctity 
of nature. It is impossible to truly care for human 
beings while at the same time destroying the natural 
environment as the very foundation of life, essentially 
undermining the future of humanity.

Although we do not consider it appropriate to judge 
modem civilization on the grounds of criteria related 
to sin, we wish to underscore that the destruction of 
the natural environment in our age is associated with 
human arrogance against nature and our domineering 
relationship toward the environment, as well as with 
the model of eudemonism or disposition of greed as a 
general attitude in life. As incorrect as it is to believe 
that things were better in the past, it is equally unfi tting 
to shut eyes to what is happening today. The future 
does not belong to humanity, when it persistently 
pursues artifi cial pleasure and novel satisfaction-living 
in selfi sh and provocative wastefulness while ignoring 
others, or unjustly exploiting the vulnerable. The future 
belongs to righteous justice and compassionate love, 
to a culture of solidarity and respect for the integrity 
of creation.

This ethos and culture are preserved in Orthodoxy’s 
divine and human ecclesial tradition. The sacramental 
and devotional life of the Church experiences and 
expresses a Eucharistic vision, approach and use 
of creation. Such a relationship with the world is 
incompatible with every form of introversion and 
indifference to creation-with every form of dualism 
that separates matter from spirit and undermines 
material creation. On the contrary, the Eucharistic 
experience sensitizes and mobilizes the believer 
toward environmentally-friendly action in the world. 
In this spirit, the Holy and Great Council of the 
Orthodox Church emphasized that “in the sacraments 
of the Church, creation is affi rmed and human beings 
are encouraged to act as stewards, protectors and 
‘priests’ of creation, offering it in doxology to the 
Creator” (Encyclical, par. 14). Every form of abuse and 
.destruction of creation, along with its transformation 
into an object of exploitation, constitutes a distortion 
of the spirit of the Christian gospel. It is hardly 
coincidental that the Orthodox Church has been 
characterized as the ecological expression of 
Christianity inasmuch as it is the Church that has 
preserved the Holy Eucharist at the core of its being.

Consequently, the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s 
ecological initiatives were not simply developed in 
response or in reaction to the modern unprecedented 
ecological crisis, but as an expression of the Church’s 
life, an extension of the Eucharistic ethos in the 
believer’s relationship to nature. This innate ecological 
conscience of the Church was boldly and successfully 
declared in the face of the contemporary threat to the 
natural environment. The life of the Orthodox Church 
is applied ecology, a tangible and inviolable respect 
for the natural environment. The Church is an event 
of communion, a victory over sin and death, as well 
as over self-righteousness and self-centeredness-
all of which constitute the very cause of ecological 
devastation. The Orthodox believer cannot remain 
indifferent to the ecological crisis. Creation care and 
environmental protection are the ramifi cation and 
articulation of our Orthodox faith and Eucharistic 
ethos.

It is clear, then, that in order to contribute and 
respond effectively to the ecological challenge that we 
face, the Church recognize and research the relevant 
issues. We all know that the greatest threat to our 
world today is climate change and its destructive 

consequences even for our survival on the planet. 
This topic was paramount in the 9th Ecological 
Symposium, entitled “Toward a Greener Attica: 
Preserving the planet and protecting its people,” 
organized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate last 
June on the Saronic Islands of Spetses and Hydra. 
Unfortunately, the recent devastating fi res in Attica 
and the impending consequences of this immense 
environmental destruction constitute tragic proof 
of the views shared by the Symposium participants 
on the severity of the ecological threat.

Venerable hierarchs and beloved children in 
the Lord,

The ecological culture of the Orthodox faith is 
the realization of its Eucharistic vision of creation, 
summarized and expressed in its church life and 
practice. This is the Orthodox Church’s eternal 
message on the issue of ecology. The Church 
preaches and proclaims “the same things” “at all 
times” in accordance with the unassailable words of 
its Founder and Leader, that “heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Lk. 
21:33). Adhering to this tradition, the Mother Church 
calls upon its Archdioceses and Metropolises, as well 
as its Parishes and monasteries throughout the world, 
to develop initiatives, coordinate projects, organize 
conferences and activities that foster environmental 

awareness and sensitivity, so that our faithful may 
realize that the protection of the natural environment 
is the spiritual responsibility of each and every one 
of us. The burning issue of climate change, along 
with its causes and consequences for our planet 
and everyday life, offer an opportunity to engage in 
dialogue based on principles of theological ecology, 
but also an occasion for specifi c practical endeavors. 
It is vitally. Important that you emphasize action at the 
local level. The parish constitutes the cell of church 
life as the place of personal presence and witness, 
communication and collaboration-a living community 
of worship and service.

Special attention must also be directed to the 
organization of Christ-centered educational programs 
for our youth in order to cultivate an ecological ethos. 
Ecclesiastical instruction must instill in their souls 
a respect for creation as “very good” (Gen. 1:26), 
encouraging them to advocate and advance creation 
care and protection, the liberating truth of simplicity 
and frugality, as well as the Eucharistic and ascetic 
ethos of sharing and sacrifi ce. It is imperative that 
young men and women recognize their responsibility 
for the practical implementation of the ecological 
consequences of our faith, while at the same time 
becoming acquainted with and promulgating the 
defi nitive contribution of the Ecumenical Throne in 
the preservation of the natural environment.

In conclusion, we wish you all a blessed ecclesiastical 
year and abundant benefi t in your spiritual struggles, 
invoking upon you the life-giving grace and boundless 
mercy of the Giver of all good things, our Lord, God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, the Pioneer and Perfecter 
of our faith, through the intercessions of Panaghia 
Pammakaristos, whose honorable icon, the sacred 
heirloom of all Orthodox people, we reverently and 
humbly venerate today.

Editor’s Note: To see more about the conference 
titled Toward A Greener Attica: Preserving the Planet 
and its People, including a complete itinerary and 
bios on the participants and scheduled speakers, go 
to https://www.patriarchate.org/events/greenattica. 
The conference was held June 5-8, 2018 at the Saronic 
Islands, Greece.

Adhering to this tradition, the Mother 
Church calls upon its Archdioceses and 
Metropolises, as well as its Parishes and 
monasteries throughout the world, to develop 
initiatives, coordinate projects, organize 
conferences and activities that foster 
environmental awareness and sensitivity, 
so that our faithful may realize that the 
protection of the natural environment is the 
spiritual responsibility of each and every 

one of us.

HIs All Holiness Ecumencial Patriarch Bartholomew I. 
Photo from www.patriarchate.org/events/greenattica
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Who is Father Kwame?
Father Kwame Labi is the Archdiocesan 

Vicar General of Accra, Ghana. He is the 
husband to Presbytera Gertrude Labi and 
together they have three sons and three 
daughters. Their children live between 
Ghana, Switzerland and Canada. He 
attended St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary and later spent 
eight years working for the World 
Council of Churches. Father Kwame 
and his son, Father Basil Labi, who 
attended Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Seminary, are the only two Orthodox 
priests in Ghana with a theological 
degree. There are over twenty Orthodox 
communities in Ghana. The other priests 
were ordained without a theological 
degree due to the need for Orthodox 
Priests and inability to afford the cost 
of attending an Orthodox theological 
school. In addition, those priests who 
can attend seminary in America seek to 
stay here upon receiving their degree. 
Father Kwame has always loved his 
home and the Orthodox community in 
Ghana. If you ask him 
about his time at St. 
Vladimir’s, he will 
tell you his intentions 
were always to earn 
his degree and return 
home to  be  wi th 
his family and the 
Ghanaian Orthodox 
community.

H e  w a s 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n 
bringing Orthodoxy 
to Ghana in 1980. He 
established the First 
Annual  Orthodox 
C h r i s t i a n  Yo u t h 
Camp last summer 
for  the Ghanaian 
Orthodox children to 
bring the Orthodox 
children together from various parts 
of the country. He has spearheaded the 
development of St. Peter’s College, 
a vocational high school and minor 
seminary, to improve the educational 
opportunities for the Ghanaian Orthodox 
youth.
Did anyone else accompany Father 
Kwame?

Yes, Father Kwame had a few other 
individuals accompany him on his visit. 
Father traveled with Paul Waggoner, the 
2017 and 2018 OCMC Ghana Youth 
team leader. Paul had the opportunity to 
meet Father Kwame in 1989 when he 
first traveled to Ghana on a mission trip 
through OCMC. Paul’s team was sent 
to help build an Orthodox Church. After 
Paul’s experience in ’89 he decided to go 
back and spend nine months in Ghana. 
Paul has known Father Kwame for many 
years. Naturally, when OCMC decided 
to send a team back in 2017, they asked 
Paul to lead the team. Paul lives in 
Chicago, IL and has stayed very involved 
in the Missions world in addition to 
staying connected with Father Kwame 
and the Ghanaian Orthodox community. 

In addition to Paul, Father Kwame had 
two other individuals accompany him on 
his visit to Charlotte, NC. Sofia Kroll 
and Margo Kelly were both able to join 
Father Kwame for his visit. Sofia was a 
member of the 2017 OCMC Ghana Youth 
team and attends DePaul University in 
Chicago, IL. She drove fourteen hours 
to Charlotte with her sister and two 
other friends to be with us for Father 
Kwame’s visit. Margo has been a part 
of OCMC for many years and serves 
as the OCMC Missions Coordinator. 
Margo drove from St. Augustine, FL. 
During the dinner on Saturday night, 
Sofia shared her experience as a mission 
team member and Margo spoke about 
OCMC and all the wonderful initiatives 
it supports. 

It was a blessing to have Father 
Kwame with us for many memorable 
days along with Paul, Sofia and Margo, 
who all have been instrumental in the 
work that is being done for St. Peter’s 
College and the Ghanaian Orthodox 
Youth. 

What did he do while in Charlotte?
Father Kwame spent four beautiful 

days getting to know a lot of the youth 
in our community along with many 
parishioners from St. Nekatrios and Holy 
Trinity. Father spent Thursday, June 21st 
at St. Nektarios’ Vacation Church Camp. 
He loved working with the children 
and spending time with the GOYANS. 
On Friday, June 22nd members from 
the Young Adult Ministry (YAM) at 
Holy Trinity along with members from 
the Young Adult Ministry & TELOS 
Project group from St. Nektarios met 
for an Orthodoxy on Tap event held at 
Old Pineville Premium Pub. This was a 
great opportunity for the young adults in 
our communities to get to know Father 
Kwame and learn more about mission 
opportunities and the specific projects we 
are working on in Ghana. The Missions 
Ministry dinner was held on Saturday 
night, June 23rd at Holy Trinity and 
was graciously sponsored by the Holy 
Trinity Parish Council. Father Kwame 
was the keynote speaker and spoke 
about his background, how Orthodoxy 
was established in Ghana, and the 

importance for continued education 
for our fellow Ghanaian Orthodox 
youth. On Sunday, June 24th Father 
Kwame celebrated liturgy with Father 
Vasileios at Holy Trinity and met with 
parishioners at the coffee hour sponsored 
by Philoptochos. Everything that Father 
Kwame participated in throughout his 
visit was a reflection of the combined 
efforts between the St. Nektarios and 
Holy Trinity communities. Thank you to 
all of the parishioners who volunteered 
their time to help make Father Kwame’s 
visit so memorable. We were blessed 
to have him here and he left feeling 
overwhelmed by all the love and support. 
Why is he in Charlotte?

The purpose of Father Kwame’s visit 
to Charlotte was to spread awareness 
about mission opportunities and to 
raise funds to improve St. Peter’s 
College. Education is a powerful gift 
that goes beyond facilities and classroom 
experience. I asked Paul Waggoner if 
we could host a fundraising dinner in 
Charlotte to benefit St. Peter’s College 

a n d  t h e  G h a n a i a n 
Orthodox Youth. I was 
thrilled to help host 
Father Kwame for a 
few days in Charlotte. I 
was most excited for our 
parishioners to have the 
opportunity to meet and 
spend time with Father 
Kwame.

I met Father Kwame 
in Ghana through the 
OCMC mission trip I 
participated in August 
2017. Since returning, 
a handful of our team 
members have continued 
to work together to offer 
support for the growth 
of St. Peter’s College 
and development of the 

Ghanaian Orthodox youth. The funds 
that have been raised will help Father 
Kwame achieve his vision to offer a 
higher level of education to the Ghanaian 
Orthodox youth. 
What is St. Peter’s College?

St. Peter’s College is a vocational 
high school and minor seminary for 
10th, 11th and 12th grade children 
and is located in Larteh, a small town 
outside of Accra, the capital of Ghana. 
St. Peter’s College hosts the youth camp 
each year. The Ghanaian youth love 
learning about the Orthodox faith and 
many of them wish to either become a 
priest or work for the Church in some 
way. St. Peter’s College has devout 
leaders, including a dedicated Board of 
Directors whose principles align with 
living the Orthodox way. Father Kwame 
has taken the initiative to develop St. 
Peter’s College to be able to provide 
the Ghanaian Orthodox youth a higher 
level of education, which is necessary 
for them to advance to a University 
education. Currently, the school has 
seventeen children enrolled, fifteen of 
who are on full scholarship. One year’s 

full tuition at St. Peter’s College (room 
& board including meals) costs the 
equivalent of $1,000 USD. The key to 
St. Peter’s College becoming a self-
sustaining school begins with the ability 
to offer computer and science classes. 
These two subjects are fundamental for 
the school to attract students who can 
afford to pay tuition. Father Kwame 
talked in detail about St. Peter’s College 
and the importance of the educational 
development for the Ghanaian Orthodox 
youth when he spoke at our Missions 
Ministry dinner. He explained that 
education is key to ending the poverty 
cycle and revitalizing the economy 
through its younger generation more 
so than sending clothes, food and other 
items to help the children.
How did Holy Trinity and St. Nektarios 
coordinate their efforts to host Father 
Kwame?

Many parishioners from St. Nektarios 
and Holy Trinity collaborated and 
combined their efforts to facilitate a 
very special and memorable weekend 
for Father Kwame’s visit to Charlotte. 
St. Nektarios’ Vacation Church Camp 
and Holy Trinity’s Vacation Bible School 
participated in a school supply drive for 
the Ghanaian Orthodox Children. Thank 
you so much to all of the children and 
their families for all of the items that 
were collected to share with the children 
in Ghana. We spent a full day with 
Father Kwame sorting and packing all 
of the incredibly useful items that were 
donated.

Let me express my heartfelt thanks 
to so many that helped during Father 
Kwame’s visit to Charlotte. First, thanks 
to the Parish Councils and Office staffs 
of both Holy Trinity and St. Nektarios 
for their generous time and support of 
the multiple events, the young adult 
groups that met with Father Kwame 
Friday evening, everyone that helped 
to setup and serve at the Saturday 
Missions Ministry dinner, to the Holy 
Trinity Hosanna book store for providing 
Bibles, icons, liturgical books and so 
much more. Father Kwame will be able 
to better educate his clergy and supply 
his library with your amazing gift. Last 
but certainly not least, thanks to all the 
parishioners who attended the events and 
gave generously to help our fundraising. 
Father Kwame is truly grateful.

Thank you to Father Vasileios for his 
enthusiastic support of the Missions 
Ministry committee. With his guidance 
and blessing, $25,600 has been collected 
for St. Peter’s College and the summer 
youth camp. The students will have a 
computer room, additional scholarships 
and school supplies for the school and 
summer camp.

Through everyone’s combined efforts, 
we are making a difference! This is a 
very exciting and huge step forward 
in the educational development of the 
Ghanaian Orthodox youth. Thank you 
so much for your continued prayers, love 
and support. With love in Christ.  Z.C.

INTERNATIONAL: CHARLOTTE GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY HOSTS
FATHER KWAME LABI FROM GHANA by Zoe Cavalaris

June 23, 2018: Presentation of gifts at the Missions Ministry dinner in 
Father C Hall. L-R: Dino Pappas, Paul Waggoner, Father Kwame, Father 
Vasileios, and Jimmy Cavalaris
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT by Olga YamalisSTEWARDSHIP CORNER by Carmen Kallelis

 SEEDS OF STEWARDSHIP

Ask anyone to defi ne “stewardship” 
and chances are nearly 100% the 
response will be:  “Oh, that’s where you 
ask for more money from us.”

Sadly, we miss the whole purpose 
and meaning of stewardship when we 
narrow the defi nition to one meaning.  

Reads  Webster ’s  Dict ionary:  
“Stewardship: An employee who 
is responsible for the comfort of 
passengers” (as on a ship or train).

As Orthodox Christians we are 
given the responsibility of assuring 
our “passengers” (our parishioners) 
are provided the leadership, guidance, 
friendship, caring and assistance 
required for a Christian journey through 
life.

As stewards of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, we are responsible 
for the nurturing of our members and 
their children.  How do we do this?

We reach out to everyone and become 
familiar with all members, new and old.  

We help each other attain the ultimate 
rewards that Holy Trinity offers by 
being a friend and/or mentor.

We welcome newcomers into our 
hearts as we would family members.

We share our time and talents with 
our ministries to help them function 
more effi ciently.

We participate in church activities.
We support Holy Trinity fi nancially.
We become MEMBERS IN GOOD 

STANDING by annually fi lling out the 
Stewardship/Membership form and 
submitting to the offi ce.

Chr i s t  p lan ted  the  seeds  o f 
stewardship in his original twelve 
Apostles (stewards). We, as Orthodox 
Christians are expected to carry on the 
message and actions as He wished us to 
do in His name.

What an honor!!!!

 Sweet Home Alabama! Those are the 
words the HTC Choir sang and praised 
during July’s 42nd annual conference 
of the Southeastern Federation of 
Greek Orthodox Choirs and Musicians 
( S F G O C M ) 
of our Atlanta 
M e t r o p o l i s 
h e l d  i n 
Mobile, AL. 
The warm and 
w e l c o m i n g 
p a r i s h  o f 
Annunciation 
G r e e k 
O r t h o d o x 
Church were 
fabulous to us 
who traveled 
from Charlotte 
July 26 to July 
29. On a fun 
note for this 
conference as 
past conferences, our Holy Trinity bus 
was utilized and renamed the “Do Re Mi 
So Fun” bus. It was chauffeured by Lucy 
Pappadakes for its 580+ miles where 
once again a pleasurable trip fi lled with 
memories and enjoyment was had by all.

This year, our Federation choir 
was blessed to have Metropolitan 
Alexios present to offi ciate the Sunday 
morning Divine Liturgy. We thank him 
for his support and love throughout 
the conference. The choir was very 
fortunate this year to have Dr. Tikey 
Zes, from San Jose, CA, as Guest 
Director and Composer. This was Dr. 
Zes’s third time conducting his music 

for the SFGOCM, including conducting 
in Mobile, AL 25 years ago. He is the 
Music Minister for the San Francisco 
Diocese and conductor of St. Nicholas 
Church in San Jose, CA. He has many 
lifetime achievements and awards 
based on music training on violin and 
piano, conducting various California 
choirs, to composing and arranging fi ve 
liturgies (one in English). What a treat 
it was to have him as a speaker at one 
of our conference clinics in addition to 
conducting this year’s conference choir.

In addition, we welcomed back again 
Guest Organist, Jim Bostaph, who was 
the conference organist in Boca Raton 
FL in July 2016 for the SFGOCM. 

J im has  been 
the organist at 
Sts. Constantine 
and  He len  in 
Newport News, 
VA for the past 
26 years. He was 
a speaker at one 
of our conference 
clinics as well 
a s  p r o v i d i n g 
accompaniment 
to our Sunday 
Liturgy.

O u r  a n n u a l 
choir conferences 
are a way for us 
to reunite with 
o u r  e x t e n d e d 

music family within our Metropolis 
and bond in prayer and praise. We attend 
the conference to continue sharpening 
our musical talents and renew our 
responsibility to inspire and grow our 
congregations in worship and make 
it an overall truly spiritual uplifting 
experience. This year’s HTC choir 
participants included: Lucy Pappadakes, 
Cecelia Kotsipias, Ekaterini Kapantais, 
Dean Johns, Alex Johns, Olga Yamalis, 
Elaina Yamalis and Nasia Manalis. 

We will see our extended choir 
families again next year for the 43rd 
Annual Southeastern Federation Choir 

Conference to be in held in conjunction 
with the Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy-
Laity in Jacksonville, FL on June 19 to 
June 22, 2019.

Our choirs would like to welcome 
our newest addition to our choir family. 
Congratulations to Sarah and Billy 
Vastis on the birth of their daughter on 
May 21st. Whether she’s a soprano or 
alto, she’ll be a great addition and is a 
blessing to us all! Congratulations!

Mobile, AL: Holy Trinity choir members attending the 42nd Annual Southeastern 
Federation of Greek Orthodox Choirs and Musicians (SFGOCM) conference 
July 26-29, 2018.  L-R Dean Johns, Elaina Yamalis, Nasia Manalis, Cecelia 
Kotsipias, Olga Yamalis, and Lucy Pappadakes
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AROUND CHARLOTTETOWN by Kathy Xyrafakis

CALLING ALL COLLEGE GRADUATES.
If you have recently graduated from college, we want 

to know about it and feature you in The Voice. Please 
submit a short bio with details and a picture

to voice@htgo.org

Recently Married

Jessica Curtis and Constantine 
Margonis were married on Saturday 
July 28, 2018. Jessica is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Darren Curtis. 
Constantine is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Margonis. The wedding 
ceremony took place at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral followed 
by a reception at Providence Country 
Club. After a honeymoon trip to 
Greece, including Crete, Milos, and 
Sifnos, the couple will reside in 
Charlotte.

 Editor’s note: This is an abbreviated edition of the press release from the EOCS. 
The full version is available at www.eocs.org.

PRESS RELEASE: COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

TO OUTSTANDING EASTERN 
ORTHODOX SCOUTS

The Eastern Orthodox Committee on 
Scouting (EOCS) is pleased to announce 
that two scholarships of $1000 each 
have been awarded to Isaac Gabriel 
Abdalla and Helen Amelia McGinnis. 
They were selected from a nationwide 
group of highly qualifi ed applicants who 
had received both the highest award of 
their Scout organization (Eagle or Gold, 
for Boy Scouts of America and Girl 
Scouts of the USA, respectively) and 
the highest Eastern Orthodox Christian 
religious award, the Alpha Omega 
medal. Students were evaluated on how 
they demonstrated love of God and 
their Orthodox Christian Faith through 
scholarship, leadership, service, and 
practical citizenship in their church, 
school, Scouting unit, and community.

Helen Amelia McGinnis  is  a 
communicant of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Charlotte, NC. She 
attended South Mecklenburg High School, and her most recent Scout unit is Troop 
1133. Her innovative Gold Award project dealt with concussion prevention, for 
which she produced and delivered a multi-media curriculum, later posting it on 
a website as an ongoing resource. She graduated in the top 2% of her large class 
as an AP Scholar with Honor, tutored ESL and mathematics classes, competed on 
swimming and cross-country teams, and was recognized for her leadership in her 
parish, community, and Scouting Service Unit. Helen will attend the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and plans to study computer science.

The EOCS is an agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
the USA. Formed in 1960, it is tasked with coordinating the Eastern Orthodox 
Christian Scouting program in America and serving as the offi cially recognized 
representative of the Eastern Orthodox Church for both the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts nationally.

Scouting Scholarship Winner

IMMERSED INTO GREEK CULTURE THROUGH 
DANCE AND SPIRITUAL ODYSSEY PROGRAM
 by Stavros Boardman

With tables filled with food and 
drinks, people dancing all around, 
booming music from the drum and 
klarino, and the smell of the cooking 
of skewered, savory meat, I truly felt as 
though I was living the Greek lifestyle. 
I have had a passion for Greek dance 
since before I could walk.  This inspired 
me to app ly for the Hellenic Dance 
Festival’s Dance and Spiritual Odyssey.  
I was blessed enough to receive one 
of the two full scholarships to attend 
with 14 other dance students from the 
Metropolis of Atlanta.  We traveled to 
Thessaloniki, Meteora, and Athens and 
focused on Greek dance throughout our 
journey. 

The fourteen day trip was fi lled with 
dance workshops and exploring Greece. 
Workshops were taught by Kyriakos 
Moisidis, teacher for the dance troupe 
Kyklos, based out of Thessaloniki, 
Greece. Each day, we went to Moisidis’ 
dance studio, which in the true spirit 
of Greece, lacked cool air.  There, we 
learned Greek dances from Pontos, 
Macedonia, Epirus and Thraki. The 
steps of the dances were not the only 
things taught by Moisidis. He would 
cover the history behind the people, 
the different styles behind every dance 
and region, and the different names and 
music associated with each dance for 
different villages. On one day, we even 
had a specifi c workshop focused on 
Greek music taught by Katerina Douka.  
We would learn the music behind the 
dance, so we could feel the beat, and 
sing and dance simultaneously. 

Separate from the dances we learned 
in the workshops with Moisidis, we 
had several practices with Eleni 
Apostolakos Hopes (the leader and 
HDF dance instructor of our trip). These 
practices consisted of island dances 
from the Dodecanese and prepared us 

for our performances with the dance 
troupe Kyklos. With the 15 students 
participating in Odyssey from all over 
our Metropolis, we danced with the 
forty members of Kyklos for a sold-out 
performance in Thessaloniki.   It was an 
incredible feeling dancing along side 
professional Greek dancers – everyone 
on beat and displaying such love and 
happiness for Greek.

While Greek dance was central 
to the trip, the spiritual aspect of 
the journey was not forgotten. We 
visited 3 monasteries of Meteora and 7 
monasteries surrounding Thessaloniki 
(in Veria, Vergina, and Dion). One of 
the monasteries we visited, Panagia 
Soumela, had a miraculous icon from 
Pontos that is pouring myrrh and 
also housed pieces of the Holy Cross 
of Christ which we venerated. We 
were able to attend Sunday Divine 
Liturgy at the Monastery of St. John 
the Theologian and Saint Paisios 
in Thessaloniki. The priest of the 
monastery gave each of us CD’s with 
beautiful chanting and hymns for us to 
take home with us. 

Another memorable moment of the 
trip was having the privilege to attend 
and dance at a Glykeria concert.  We 
were thrilled with being able to meet 
and talk with her. We went backstage 
and met Glykeria and her crew. While 
she was performing, she even gave the 
Metropolis of Atlanta a shout out. 

This journey was an incredible 
experience. Being surrounded by others 
that were passionate about Greek dance 
and the Greek Culture was something I 
will never forget. I cannot wait to bring 
the remarkable things I learned to our 
beautiful community, so the passion 
from Greek culture can be shared from 
generation to generation.
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 Pete Gus Gavrilis (1934 - 2018)
Pete Gus Gavrilis of Charlotte 

passed away on Friday, June 22, 2018, 
surrounded by his loving family. 
He was born September 2, 1934, in 
Megalo Horio, Evytania, Greece. In 
1951 at the young age of 17, he boarded 
the Nea Ellas and began his journey 
across the ocean leaving behind family 
and hardships. He began in Weldon, 
NC, then onto Kinston, NC working 
in various restaurants to support 
himself. In 1953 he followed his older 
brother George to Charlotte opening 
his fi rst restaurant, Eat Well Grill on 
W. Trade Street followed by Pete’s 
Grill on South Boulevard. In 1976 he 
opened Carolina Family Restaurant 
on Wilkinson Boulevard which he 
continued to work daily until recently 
when his health wouldn’t allow. He 
was a long time member of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. 
He worked very hard and enjoyed 
spending time with his family. He was 
loved by many people, always known 
for having a kind heart, gentle smile 
and a vivid sense of humor. 

Pete is survived by his loving wife of 
57 years, Athena Gavrilis, his son, Gus, 
daughter, Maria and her husband Spiro, 
with whom he had a very special bond. 
He will also be lovingly remembered 
by his grandchildren: Athena and Peter. 
He is also survived by sisters: Sofi a 
Makris and Foteini Manousos both 
of Greece; brothers George (Nina) 
of Charlotte, and Vasilios (Ekaterina) 
Gavrilis of Greece, and various nieces 
and nephews. In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a sister, 

Hariklia Mathes of Greece. The Family 
greeted friends 10:00 AM, Monday, 
the 25th of June 2018 at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. The 
Trisagion and Funeral service followed 
at 1100 AM. Burial was at Evergreen 
Cemetery. The family is very grateful 
to Dr. John Holevas and Dr. Stewart 
Garner for their loving care. Memorials 
may be made to Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral Building Fund, 
600 East Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 
28203. Notes of condolences and 
encouragement may be made by 
visiting ellingtonfuneralservices.
com. May His Memory be Eternal. 
(Appeared in The Charlotte Observer 
on June 24, 2018).

Η ΠΡΟΣ ΕΥΧΗ  by Father Tommy Vlahos

Πολλοί Πατέρες τής Εκκλησίας μας 
αποκαλούν τήν προσευχή α ν α π ν ο 
ή τής Ψ υ Χ ή ς μας. Ο Χριστός μας 
στήν Επί τού Όρους Ομιλίας Του, μάς 
τόνισε ότι ο Θεός Πατέρας γνωρίζει 
πολύ καλά τό τί εμείς έχουμε ανάγκη, 
προτού εμείς νά τού τό ζητήσουμε. Γιά 
τό λόγο αυτό πολλοί από εμάς λένε 
ότι: Αφού ο Θεός γνωρίζει τό τί εμείς 
έχουμε ανάγκη γιατί νά προσευχώμασθε 
καί νά τό ζητάμε από τό Θεό; Στό 
ερώτημε αυτό ο ιερός Χρυσόστομος 
μάς δίνει τήν απάντηση λέγοντας: 
Αδελφέ μου προσεύχεσαι όχι γιά νά 
διδάξεις στό Θεό τό τί έχεις ανάγκη 
αλλά γιά νά ταπεινωθείς καί νά θυμηθείς 
τά αμαρτήματά σου. Δηλ. Οπως ο 
γιατρός γνωρίζει καλά τίς ανθρώπινες 
αρρώστιες τών ανθρωπίνων σωμάτων 
καί δίδει τό κατάλληλο φάρμακο γιά 
κάθε αρρώστια, έτσι καί εμείς γιά κάθε 
μας αρρώστια, κάθε μας αμαρτία, πρέπει 
νά ταπεινωθούμε καί νά εκφράσουμε τό 
πόνο μας. Πρέπει δηλ. μέ ταπείνωση νά 
παρουσιάσουμε στό Θεό τίς αμαρτίες 
μας μέ τή προσευχή μας. Πρέπει νά 
παρουσιάσουμε, μέ ειλικρίνεια, στό Θεό 
τίς αμαρτίες μας. Επίσης δέν θέλουμε 
νά είμαστε αχάριστοι μπροστά στό 
Θεό μας, γιατί Εκείνος μάς παραχωρεί 
τόσες καί τόσες ευεργεσίες. Μάς κάνει 
τόσα πολλά καλά καί δέν θέλουμε νά 
ακούσουμε τό παράπονο τού Χριστού 
μας, όπως συνέβηκε τότε μέ τή θεραπεία 
τών δέκα λεπτών, πού είπε πρός τόν 
έναν θεραπευμενον : *Ουχί οι δέκα 
εκαθαρίσθησαν , οι δέ εννέα πού 
;* Δηλ. Η προσευχή δέν είναι μόνο 
παράκληση, αλλά είναι καί ευχαριστία 
πρός τό Θεό. Ευχαριστία γιά όλα όσα 
απολαμβάνουμε στή ζωήμας .Πιό 
απλά, δέν είμασθε μόνο οι ζητιάνοι πού 

συνεχώς ζητάμε, αλλά είμασθε καί οι 
ευγνώμονες πρός τόν Ευεργέτην Θεόν 
μας. Ο Κύριος στήν Επί τού Όρους 
Ομιλία Του μάς λέγει ολοκάθαρα * 
Ουτω προσεύχεσθε* καί στή συνέχεια 
μάς δίδει καί τήν προσευχή πού πρέπει 
νά λέμε, μάς δίνει δηλ. Τήν Κυριακή 
Προσευχή, δηλ. Τό Π ά τ ε Ρ η μ ώ 
ν ... . Εδώ βλέπουμε ότι μόνο Θεός 
μπορεί νά μάς διδάξει τό πώς πρέπει νά 
προσευχώμασθε . Οι αρχαίοι Ελληνες 
πού αισθάνθηκαν τή σπουδαιότητα τής 
προσευχής λέγανε ότι : Γιά νά μάθει 
ο άνθρωπος νά προσεύχεται πρός τό 
Θεό, θάπρεπε νά διδαχθεί υπ’ Αυτού 
τού Θεού κατ’ ευθείαν. Γιά νά γίνει 
όμως αυτό έπρεπε νά γίνει ένα από τά 
δύο: Ή νά ανέβη ο άνθρωπος απο τή 
γή στόν ουρανό, καί νά διδαχθεί από 
τό Θεό τόν τρόπο τής προσευχής, ή ο 
Θεός νά κατέβη , από τόν ουρανό στή γή 
γιά νά διδάξει τούς ανθρώπους τό πώς 
νά προσεύχωνται καί τό τί νά ζητούν 
στή προσευχή τους. Δέν έγινε όμως τό 
πρώτο αλλά έγινε τό δέυτερο . Κατέβηκε 
ο Θεός στή γή καί μάς φανέρωσε τόν 
τρόπο τής προσευχής. Ετσι ο Χριστός 
μας είναι ο Τέλειος Διδάσκαλος σέ 
όλα τά μαθήματα τής πνευματικής μας 
ζωής. Μάς διδάσκει δηλ. τό μάθημα 
τής πραότητος , τής ταπεινότητος , τής 
αγάπης, τής υπακοής, τής υπομονής, 
καθώς καί τό μάθημα τής προσευχής. 
*Ούτως ούν προσεύχεσθε , Πάτερ 
ημών ο εν τοίς ουρανοίς .. * . Τό Πάτερ 
ημών είναι μιά προσευχή πού ο Κύριος 
μας έδωσε. Είναι η Κυριακή προσευχή 
πού όλοι μας λέμε πρός τόν Θεόν μας 
τακτικά.

Ιερέας π. Ταξιάρχης Βλάχος
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	 •	Compassionate	hearts	providing	quality	service	at	a	
	 	 sensible	price

	 •	Specialists	in	shipping	and	receiving	loved	ones

	 •	Traditional	funeral	arrangements	made	with	the	care	and	 
	 	 certainty	that	the	service	selected	properly	memorializes	 
	 	 your	loved	one

	 •	Pre-arrangement	planning	and	
	 	 transfer	of	existing	pre-arrangements

Charlotte/Ballantyne
16151 Lancaster Hwy.
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

Indian Trail
4431 Old Monroe Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-821-2960

Make the HeritageChoice

This article was appeared in the August 
11-17, 2018 edition of The National 
Herald  on page 3. Accompanying 
photographs are not presented here.

BURLINGTON, VT - This year, at 
our church festival we made less than 
ever, and we’re really proud. Less 
garbage, that is! Often, in the rush to 
prepare gyros, bake karidopita and enlist 
volunteers, the last thing people may 
think about is trash ... But what is the 
use of making thousands of dollars for 
your church, when along the way; you 
leave behind dozens of bags of trash for 
future generations? 

At the ‘end of our annual Greek 
Food Festival at the Dormition Greek 
Orthodox Church in Burlington on 
July 29, we ended up with one small 
dumpster of trash (8-9 bags), one modest 
pile of curbside recycling, two large 
bags of compostable trays/plates/bowls 
and about 70 gallons of compostable 
food scraps.

Why am I sharing all this? I’m not 
writing to brag (well, maybe a little), 
but to give some tips to others on how to 
green up their event. While our festival 
and small New England city may not be 
as large as others, we still had hundreds 
of people passing through.

“Why bother?” some may ask. For 
one, you may fi nd investing in sorting 
waste may just save your event money 
when it comes to dumpster rental and 
trash removal. Another reason is that 
your festival will come closer in line 
with His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew’s frequent calls 
for greater environmental action.

Here are a few steps your community 
can take in greening up your festival.

1) Take stock. How much trash, 

recycling, compost do you currently 
generate at the festival, including 
preparation? What are some obvious 
ways you can cut down on waste?

2) Check in with local authorities. 
Ahead of your event, speak to your 
area’s waste management organization 
about how to reduce trash. In Northern 
Vermont, the Chittenden Solid Waste 
District gives great tips online about 
reducing waste at events and lends 
collection containers for free.

3) Rethink disposables. Are there 
any items you don’t really need, like 
straws or plastic sauce containers? We 
try to order only compostable plates/
take-out trays/bowls. (Be sure to check 
if containers can be composted locally 
before ordering). For our festival, 
we offer metal cutlery that is washed 
throughout the day; and only provide 
plastic cutlery if requested for take-out. 
We  phased out small plastic cups for 
tzatziki and salt/pepper packs. Future 
goals include phasing out water bottles, 
with water stations and cups instead, 
and recycling plastic bags. Compostable 
containers are more expensive. But these 
costs can be offset by green savings like 
no longer needed to rent as large a trash 
dumpster.

4) Clean house. If you can, the day 
before your event, have volunteers bring 
in all recycling and compost (and even 
trash) to local collection sites. Or at least 
have them all packed up and put aside. 

That way; on festival day; you only 
have to deal with one day’s waste. 

5) Strategize collection site. Make 
sure to have clearly-labeled recycling/
trash/compost bins side-by-side in as 
few locations as possible. Do not leave 
any random trash cans throughout the 
grounds, as these will fi ll with random 
waste. It also helps to have a table for 

visitors to stack plastic reusable food 
trays, compostable plates and a container 
for metal cutlery. 

6) Get the word out. It works best 
when festival leadership informs the 
many volunteers in different areas of 
the festival about we are trying to do 
with trash reduction and what waste 
goes where.

7) Volunteer power.  We have 
volunteers always manning the trash 
collection site, giving advice to visitors, 
helping them sort items. They aren’t 
afraid to reach (with gloves of course) 
into clear collection bags to extract items 
in the wrong place. It helps to have 
enough space for volunteers to work 
under a tent, and to consolidate trash, 
recycling, and compost as you go. We 
set aside cans and bottles to be redeemed 
and keep a bucket of water handy to 
quickly rinse out dirty recyclables such 
as plastic frappe cups.

8) See trash through. Make sure that 
all your hard work doesn’t go to waste, 
by ensuring that each type of waste 
collected goes to the right place. Nothing 
would be more of a bummer than fi nding 
that someone unwittingly dumped a 
day’s work of sorted compost into the 
dumpster!

9) Record your results. After the event, 
take a fi nal tally of the number of trash 
bags, recycling and compost produced 
at your event. Our trash volunteers also 
keep mental notes on which foods or 
items are trashed the most, to let festival 
planners know about for next year

10) Pat yourself on the back. Did 
it involve more work and planning? 
Certainly. Did it need some education 
about often complex rules about what 
goes where? Sure, it did! But was it 
worth it? What do you think? 

SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO GREEN UP YOUR GREEK FESTIVAL By Angelike Contis

Angelike Contis, a journalist and 
documentary ranker based in Northern 
Vermont, is Executive Director of 
public access center Mt. Mansfield 
Community Television and a member of 
the Dormition Church’s Environmental 
Committee.

St. Paul on Love . . .

If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I 

am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And 

if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand 

all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as 

to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I 
am nothing. If I give 

away all I have, and if 
I deliver my body to be 

burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing. 
Love is patient and 

kind; love is not jealous 
or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude. Love 
does not insist on its 
own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice at 
wrong but rejoices in 
the right. Love bears 
all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love 

never ends. 
Corinthians 13:1-8
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Dial 704-376-5740
Charlotte, N.C. 28206

Ray M. Teague - Res: 704-596-2665

Let us hear from you.
Reach The Voice via 
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WHOOO’S IN THE NEWS AT HTGO PRESCHOOL?

 by Maria Kleto and Cindy Balatsias

 The preschool will open on Monday, 
September 17th with an Open House 
and Agiasmos/Blessing.  The fi rst day 
of classes will be Tuesday, September 
18th. The teachers are eagerly awaiting 
the children’s arrival back at preschool 
and we are looking forward to an 
exciting year.

In October, we will begin preparing 
for one of our biggest annual fundraisers 
“Yiayia’s Kouzina” Luncheon taking 
place on Sunday, November 4th. Lunch 
will be available after both Divine 
Liturgies for both dine-in and carry out. 
We will be preselling luncheon tickets 
after both services on Sunday, October 
21st and 28th. The preschool children 
will be performing a medley of songs 
in both Greek and English. Please make 
plans to join us for a delicious meal and 
the best entertainment in town…our 
preschool children.  

For those of you who are not familiar 
with Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Preschool, we are a religious based half 
day program for ages 18 months old to 
4/5 year olds. Our hours are from 9:15 
am to 1:15 pm. Since the preschool 
experience is a child’s fi rst step into the 
world beyond the family, we strive to 

accept each child as a unique individual.  
We approach the children’s emotional 
and educational needs in a loving 
and supportive manner helping them 
become independent and confi dent in 
their abilities.  Our goal is to provide 
each child a challenging experience 
with opportunities to build relationships 
with other children and to enrich them 
with a variety of Greek language and 
Orthodox Christian centered activities. 
Our mission is to allow each child the 
opportunity to master the appropriate 
skills needed for school readiness. 
We are committed to the fulfi llment 
of each child’s developmental needs 
and work to create a positive learning 
environment in which each child can 
grow to his or her full potential. 

For more information and class 
availability, please contact the preschool 
at 704-333-4961 or at preschool@htgo.
org. You may also call the Co-Directors, 
Cindy Balatsias at 704-502-3859 or 
Maria Kleto at 704-564-5842. Many 
blessings to all our preschool families 
and our parishioners as the new school 
year begins. 
And Jesus said, “Let the little Children 
come to me” (Matt 19:14)

funds this committee with $2.5 million each year, but one thing still remains in 
the way of the missing people fi nally being found, Turkey. Denying that they even 
committed a crime in 1974, the Turkish government is intransigent in helping fi nd 
these missing people, completely disregarding their legal obligation to do so due 
to the Treaty of Geneva. The Turkish government has the information regarding 
how the missing were killed and where their bodies remain. However, the Turkish 
government refuses to disclose this information. Of the 492 Turkish Cypriots 
missing, 225 have been identifi ed, but through keeping the list of missing active, the 
Turkish government uses this list as a political tool to justify their continued illegal 
invasion of Cyprus. As both Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots disappeared, 
the list of missing promotes the bad blood between the ethnic groups in Cyprus 
creating less and less hope among the Cypriots that there will be a solution to this 
terrible confl ict. 

After 13 years, 846 Greek Cypriots and 267 Turkish Cypriots are still missing. 
Of those found, many only have parts of their bodies discovered. The missing 
are innocent civilians who have been permanently separated from their homes, 
leaving their families heartbroken with the unknown loss of their family member 
and the inability to properly morn. Fifteen of those missing are children and two 
United States citizens remain missing from the fi ve on the initial list. Due to this, 
the United States not only has a moral obligation to encourage the discovery of 
the missing people and pressure Turkey to release their whereabouts, but a direct 
tie to the issue at hand. The families of the missing should be issued justice and 
the truth of why their loved ones are gone. 

The missing civilians is not the only human rights issue that comes to the surface 
in regards to the political strife in Cyprus. In the occupied territory of Cyprus, 
there are still 338 Greek Cypriots. The Greek Cypriots have no right to vote or 
run in elections. Additionally, Turkish offi cials have prevented Greek Cypriot 
teachers from teaching at the Rizokarpaso Primary School, for a number of years 
the only Greek Cypriot school in occupied Cyprus, and has prevented the school 
from receiving proper books or materials. Furthermore, the Greek Cypriots who 
were removed from their homes due to the Turkish invasion, still have no access 
to their property. While the European Committee of Human Rights has ruled that 
refugees have the right to return to their former properties with the court case 
Loizidou v. Turkey, Turkey refuses to comply. Their properties are inaccessible 
as Cyprus is occupied by 40,000 Turkish troops and many times the properties 
are now occupied or destroyed. 

While Cyprus is fl ooded with political strife, at the root of it is a critical 
humanitarian issue with Ethnic cleansing and thousands missing. However, sadly, to 
resolve this terrible human rights confl ict, the political aspects must be addressed. 
This can not be done with the 40,000 Turkish troops that remain illegally in Cyprus 
and the continued failure by the United States and other countries to address this 
terrible confl ict since the day it arose on July 15th, 1974. 

http://www.mfa.gov.cy/mfa/mfa2016.nsf/mfa11_en/mfa11_en?OpenDocument
http://www.cmp-cyprus.org/

Continued from page 7



The Voice of the Greek Community JUL/AUG 2018   15   

Νέα & Φωνές του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδας

Restaurant Real Estate Specialist: Business 
Acquisition & Investment Properties 

 

 

Addison De Mallie 
NC/SC Broker   

704-995-2632

Αγαπητοί Γονείς,

Ευχόμαστε να είστε όλοι καλά και να περνάτε ένα όμορφο καλοκαίρι.
Την Τρίτη, 11 Σεπτεμβρίου, αρχίζουν με Αγιασμό και πάλι τα μαθήματα στο 

Ελληνικό μας Σχολείο. Με την επιστολή μας αυτή θέλουμε να σας απευθύνουμε 
έκκληση να κάνετε και φέτος κάθε δυνατή προσπάθεια να ενθαρρύνετε και να 
παρακινήσετε τα παιδιά σας να εγγραφούν στο σχολείο μας για να μάθουν την 
πλουσιότερη γλώσσα του κόσμου, τη μητέρα πολλών γλωσσών, τη γλώσσα των 
Ευαγγελίων και των προγόνων μας, τη γλώσσα την Ελληνική. Και όχι μόνον! Να 
μυηθούν στις αξεπέραστες αξίες της ελληνορθόδοξης πίστεώς μας, του ελληνικού 
μας πολιτισμού και της ένδοξης ιστορίας μας, να μάθουν ελληνικούς χορούς και 
τραγούδια, να γιορτάζουν όλα μαζί τις μεγάλες εθνικές και ελληνορθόδοξες γιορτές 
μας και να αισθάνονται ιδιαίτερα υπερήφανα που είναι ελληνικής καταγωγής.

Πολλές έρευνες και μελέτες έχουν δείξει ότι η εκμάθηση μιας ξένης γλώσσας 
και ιδιαίτερα της ελληνικής δημιουργεί στα παιδιά ένα ιδιαίτερα ανταγωνιστικό 
πλεονέκτημα στις πανεπιστημιακές τους σπουδές και μια πολύτιμη εργασιακή 
επιδεξιότητα στην επαγγελματική τους καριέρα. Η εκμάθηση μιας ξένης γλώσσας 
είναι ένα δια βίου δώρο και βοηθάει τους νέους μας διότι:

• Επιτυγχάνουν υψηλότερες βαθμολογίες στα επίσημα σχολικά τους 
διαγωνίσματα

• Αναπτύσει τις ικανότητες της κριτικής τους σκέψης
• Βελτιώνει την κατανόηση και διευρύνει το λεξιλόγιό τους
• Ενισχύει την ικανότητά τους στην αγγλική γλώσσα
• Ενδυναμώνει την ικανότητά τους στη λύση προβλημάτων
• Ενισχύει τη δημιουργικότητα και βοηθάει τη σκέψη τους να φθάσει 

σε υψηλό επίπεδο
• Αυξάνει την αυτοπεποίθηση και αυτοεκτίμησή τους σε μεγάλο βαθμό
• Κατανοούν καλύτερα τη μητρική τους γλώσσα και πολιτισμό
• Κατανοούν ευκολότερα άλλους ανθρώπους, τη γλώσσα και τον 

πολιτισμό τους
• Δημιουργεί ευκαιρίες στην ακαδημαϊκή και επαγγελματική τους 

καριέρα.
Η αγγλική γλώσσα μπορεί να χαρακτηρισθεί ως μια ελληνική διάλεκτος. 

Δεκάδες χιλιάδες αγγλικές λέξεις προέρχονται από την ελληνική γλώσσα και το 
80-90% περίπου στην ιατρική. Μπορούμε ακόμα να μιλάμε την αγγλική γλώσσα 
χρησιμοποιώντας ελληνικές λέξεις όπως στις παραγράφους της επιστολής στην 
αγγλική γλώσσα που ακολουθεί.

Δώστε στα παιδιά σας την ευκαιρία και την ευχαρίστηση να είναι μαζί με τα 
άλλα ελληνοαμερικανόπουλα της ελληνικής μας κοινότητας, να προσεύχονται 
και να παίζουν μαζί, να τραγουδούν ελληνικά τραγούδια και να χορεύουν 
παραδοσιακούς χορούς, να ψέλνουν ύμνους στο Θεό μας, να αισθάνονται την 
αγάπη της εκκλησίας μας και να διδάσκονται τα αξεπέραστα ελληνοχριστιανικά 
μας ιδεώδη.

Οι εγγραφές συνεχίζονται μέχρι και την πρώτη εβδομάδα του Σεπτεμβρίου. 
Μη διστάζετε να προσφέρετε στα παιδιά σας μια εκπαίδευση που θα είναι για 
όλη τους τη ζωή ένα πολύτιμο δώρο.

Τα μαθήματα γίνονται δυο φορές την εβδομάδα (Τρίτη & Πέμπτη – Κανονικό 
Πρόγραμμα) ή μια φορά την εβδομάδα (Τρίτη – Πρόγραμμα με έμφαση στον 
προφορικό λόγο) από τις 4.45-6.45 μμ.

Τα «Ελληνικά για Ενήλικες» θα ξεκινήσουν την πρώτη εβδομάδα του Οκτωβρίου 
και τα Προχωρημένα Ελληνικά για τις επίσημες Εξετάσεις Ελληνομάθειας τη 
δεύτερη εβδομάδα του Ιανουαρίου.

Ευχόμαστε σε όλα μας τα παιδιά να έχουν μια χαρούμενη 
και παραγωγική σχολική χρονιά.
Με εκτίμηση και αγάπη,

Πατήρ Βασίλειος Τσουρλής  Ελευθέριος Περούλας
Ιερατικώς Προϊστάμενος  Διευθυντής
Καθεδρικού Ναού Αγίας Τριάδος Ελληνικού Σχολείου 

Dear Parents,
We hope all of you are well and have had a wonderful summer time.
With our new 2018-2019 school year starting with Agiasmos on Tuesday, 

September 11, we would like to take the opportunity to write this letter and urge 
you to make every effort to challenge your children by motivating them to attend 
our Greek Afternoon School to learn the richest language in the world, the mother 
of many languages, the language of their ancestors, the language of our Gospels, the 
language that has greatly infl uenced the western civilization, the Greek language. 

Research and several studies have shown that learning a second language and 
especially Greek will give children a competitive advantage for college and a 
valuable job skill in their career. Learning a second language is a life-long gift 
and provides children with:

• Higher scores on standardized tests
• Enhanced critical thinking skills
• Improved listening and broader vocabulary
• Increased competence in English
• Strengthened problem solving skills
• Greater creativity and higher-order thinking skills
• Heightened self–concept and high levels of self- esteem
• Better understanding of own language and culture
• Receptivity toward other people, history and cultures
• Enhanced academic and career opportunities
Tens of thousands of English words are based on Greek root words and about 

80-90% in medicine. We can speak English using only Greek words as in the 
following sentences:

MUSIC: The Orchestras electrifi ed the atmosphere, with musical organs like 
the harp the lyre the aulos and hydraulos. The chorus in the odium or theatre 
synchronized with the organs harmoniously. The rhythm and harmonious eurythmy 
were unparalleled. Synthesis, synergy and symphony idealized every orchestrated 
episode. The magnetic atmosphere, the harmonic rhythm and the stereophonic... 

DRAMA-THEATER: The genesis of classical drama was not symptomatic. 
A euphoria of charismatic and talented protagonists showed fantastic scenes of 
historic episodes. The prologue, the theme and the epilogue, comprised the trilogy 
of drama while synthesis, analysis and synopsis characterized the phraseology 
of the text.

HISTORY: History has no parallel paradigm of a politician with character and 
charisma, like Pericles the Athenian, whose scholastic and stochastic dynamism, 
rhetoric, fantasy, energy and ideology characterized him as the ARCHITECT OF 
THE ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY.

Give your children the opportunity and the pleasure to be with other Greek –
American children of our Hellenic Community, to pray and play together, to sing 
Greek songs and dance Greek traditional dances, to feel the love of our Church 
and be taught our unsurpassed Hellenic-Christian ideals.

Our registration goes on until the fi rst week of September. The lessons will be 
twice/week (Tuesday & Thursday – Regular Program) or once/week (Tuesday – 
Oral Communication Program) (4:45-6:45 pm). 

The Program “Greek for Adults” will begin the fi rst week of October, and the 
Advanced Program for the formal Greek Exams of the Greek Ministry of Education 
the second week of January.

We wish to all our children a very happy and productive school year.

Sincerely,
Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis, Dean  Larry Peroulas, Principal
Holy Trinity Cathedral  Holy Trinity Greek School 



 
 

Dimitra (Tula) Kourakos 
7300 Carmel Executive Park Dr Ste 200 | Charlotte, NC 28226 
 
Website: www.homes4Charlotte.com 
Email: dkourakos1@gmail.com 
Facebook: SellingCharlotteHomes-Dimitra Tula Kourakos 

 

704-641-9996 

August 25, 2018: 
Father Vasileios, 
center, with some 
of the GOYA 
volunteers on 
hand for the 
Yiasou Greek 
Festival 5K Run. 
They were on 
hand at 6 AM to 
make sure the 
1100 runners 
had everything 
they needed for a 
good experience. 
Photo courtesy 
of Angelo Pete 
Politis..


