
President Trump Quotes on Greece 

• “I want to thank the Prime Minister and the Greek people for serving as gracious hosts to our U.S. 

naval forces at Souda Bay. I also commend Greece for being one of the few NATO countries currently 

spending at least 2 percent of GDP on defence,” Trump said, later adding, “We also are making great 

strides in our economic cooperation. The American people stand with the Greek people as they 

recover from the economic crisis that recently afflicted their nation.” 

• “My administration has also informed Congress of a potential sale to Greece to upgrade its F-16 

aircraft. This agreement to strengthen the Hellenic Air Force is worth up to $2.4 billion and would 

generate thousands of American jobs.” 

• “On energy, we appreciate Greek contributions to European energy security through its support of 

the Trans Adriatic Pipeline, the Greece-Bulgaria Interconnector, and liquefied natural gas facilities that 

are capable of transporting diverse sources of energy to Europe, including potential liquefied natural 

gas exports from the United States, of which that particular route — and business is getting bigger 

and bigger and bigger, as you know.” 

• “We are helping, as you know, with a massive renovation of their air force and also of airplanes, 

generally, going to Greece. They’re looking at buying additional planes from Boeing. And we are 

helping — we’re very much involved with Greece and with helping Greece get back on its feet.” 

• “We have great confidence in Greece as a nation. We have great confidence in what they’re doing 

relative to their military, because I know they have plans to do some terrific things. And we know they 

will be an ally for many, many years to come. You know, they’ve always been a very reliable ally, and 

we’ve always been very reliable to them. So we look forward to that for many years.” 

• “Greece is a cradle of Western civilization — so true — of democracy, literature, philosophy, science, 

and so much else. America looks on that glorious heritage with wonder and with awe. You do indeed 

have a tremendous heritage, Mr. Prime Minister. 

⎯ White House Briefings, October 17, 20171 

• “The relationship is really extraordinary, I would say. Right? It’s as good as it can get. We’re doing a 

lot of things together … We’re also doing big trade. A lot of trade. And Greece has made a tremendous 

comeback. We’ve worked with them very closely. And, really, the Prime Minister will have some 

interesting things to say. So you have to tell them one statistic, because it’s a great statistic. We’re 

very proud of Greece and the comeback that they’re making. And we will continue it forward. There’s 

no doubt about it.” 

⎯ White House, January 7, 20202 

• On August 26th, President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis had a phone call to 

discuss developments in the Eastern Mediterranean, including tensions with Turkey3 

 
1 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-prime-minister-tsipras-greece-joint-press-conference/ 
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-prime-minister-mitsotakis-hellenic-republic-bilateral-meeting/ 
3 https://www.ekathimerini.com/256314/article/ekathimerini/news/trump-mitsotakis-hold-second-telephone-call-amid-crisis 

REPORT 

STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP & VICE-PRESIDENT BIDEN 

ON GREECE, CYPRUS, & TURKEY 
OCTOBER 2020 

AMERICAN HELLENIC INSTITUTE 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-prime-minister-tsipras-greece-joint-press-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-prime-minister-mitsotakis-hellenic-republic-bilateral-meeting/


President Trump Quotes on Cyprus 

• None that we have been to able to identify at this point in time 

 

 

President Trump Quotes on Turkey 

• "We have a great friendship, as countries and I think we're right now as close as we've ever been," 

Trump said. Erdogan’s leadership: “…running a very difficult part of the world. He has evolved very 

strongly, and frankly he’s getting very high marks.”  

⎯ The Hill, September 21, 20174 

• “I have just authorized a doubling of Tariffs on Steel and Aluminum with respect to Turkey as their 

currency, the Turkish Lira, slides rapidly downward against our very strong Dollar! Aluminum will now 

be 20% and Steel 50%. Our relations with Turkey are not good at this time!” 

 ⎯ Twitter, August 10, 20185  

• “As I have stated strongly before, and just to reiterate, if Turkey does anything that I, in my great and 

unmatched wisdom, consider to be off limits, I will totally destroy and obliterate the Economy of 

Turkey (I’ve done before!). They must, with Europe and others, watch over... (I’ve done before!)” Trump 

tweeted.  

⎯ Twitter, October 7, 20196 

• “I have a little conflict of interest because I have a major, major building in Istanbul,” Trump said. “It’s 

a tremendously successful job. It’s called Trump Towers — two towers, instead of one, not the usual 

one, it’s two.”  

⎯ NBC News, October 9, 20197 (Quote originally from a December 2015 Breitbart interview) 

 

• Letter to President Erdogan on October 9, 2019: 

Dear Mr. President, 

Let’s work out a good deal! You don’t want to be responsible for slaughtering thousands of people, 

and I don’t want to be responsible for destroying the Turkish economy—and I will. I've already given 

you a little sample with respect to Pastor Brunson. 

I have worked hard to solve some of your problems. Don't let the world down. You can make a great 

deal. General Mazloum is willing to negotiate with you, and he is willing to make concessions that 

they would never have made in the past. I am confidentially enclosing a copy of his letter to me, just 

received. 

History will look upon you favorably if you get this done the right and humane way. It will look upon 

you forever as the devil if good things don't happen. Don't be a tough guy. Don't be a fool! 

I will call you later. 

Sincerely, 

Donald Trump 

⎯ The Hill, October 16, 20198 

 

 
4 https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/351791-trump-praises-erdogan-hes-become-a-close-friend 
5 https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1027899286586109955?s=20 
6 https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1181232249821388801  
7 https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-impeachment-inquiry/donald-trump-s-longtime-business-connections-turkey-back-spotlight-n1064011  
8 https://thehill.com/policy/international/466158-read-trumps-letter-to-erdogan-lets-work-out-a-good-deal 
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Statement from President Donald J. Trump Regarding Turkey’s Actions in Northeast Syria:  

I will soon be issuing an Executive Order authorizing the imposition of sanctions against current and 

former officials of the Government of Turkey and any persons contributing to Turkey’s destabilizing 

actions in northeast Syria. Likewise, the steel tariffs will be increased back up to 50 percent, the level 

prior to reduction in May. The United States will also immediately stop negotiations, being led by the 

Department of Commerce, with respect to a $100 billion trade deal with Turkey. 

This Order will enable the United States to impose powerful additional sanctions on those who may 

be involved in serious human rights abuses, obstructing a ceasefire, preventing displaced persons 

from returning home, forcibly repatriating refugees, or threatening the peace, security, or stability in 

Syria. The Order will authorize a broad range of consequences, including financial sanctions, the 

blocking of property, and barring entry into the United States. 

Since my first day in office, the Trump Administration has worked tirelessly to preserve the safety and 

security of the United States and its citizens. The United States and our partners have liberated 100 

percent of ISIS’s ruthless territorial caliphate. Turkey must not put these gains in jeopardy. Turkey must 

also prioritize the protection of civilians, particularly vulnerable ethnic and religious minorities in 

northeast Syria. Indiscriminate targeting of civilians, destruction of civilian infrastructure, and targeting 

of ethnic or religious minorities is unacceptable. Additionally, the return of refugees must be 

conducted in a safe, voluntary, and dignified manner. 

Turkey’s military offensive is endangering civilians, and threatening peace, security, and stability in the 

region. I have been perfectly clear with President Erdogan: Turkey’s action is precipitating a 

humanitarian crisis and setting conditions for possible war crimes. Turkey must ensure the safety of 

civilians, including religious and ethnic minorities, and is now, or may be in the future, responsible for 

the ongoing detention of ISIS terrorists in the region. Unfortunately, Turkey does not appear to be 

mitigating the humanitarian effects of its invasion. 

As I have said, I am withdrawing the remaining United States service members from northeast Syria. 

As United States forces have defeated the ISIS physical caliphate, United States troops coming out of 

Syria will now redeploy and remain in the region to monitor the situation and prevent a repeat of 

2014, when the neglected threat of ISIS raged across Syria and Iraq. A small footprint of United States 

forces will remain at At Tanf Garrison in southern Syria to continue to disrupt remnants of ISIS. 

The United States will aggressively use economic sanctions to target those who enable, facilitate, and 

finance these heinous acts in Syria. I am fully prepared to swiftly destroy Turkey’s economy if Turkish 

leaders continue down this dangerous and destructive path. 

⎯ CNBC, October 14, 20199 

• "If Turkey goes into Syria, that’s between Turkey and Syria."  

"If Russia wants to get involved with Syria, that's really up to them. They have a problem with Turkey. 

They have a problem at a border. It's not our border. We shouldn't be losing lives over it." 

⎯ NBC News, October 16, 201910 

• “We've been friends for a long time, almost from Day 1.” Trump told Erdogan 

⎯ Daily Mail, November 13, 201911 

• On trade with Turkey: “We think that number should be easily $100 billion, which would be great for 

Turkey and good for us,” Trump told reporters. “So we’re going to be expanding.” 

 ⎯ Bloomberg, November 13, 2019 12 

 
9 https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/14/trump-halting-trade-negotiations-with-turkey-raising-its-steel-tariffs-to-50percent.html  
10 https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-says-turkey-s-incursion-syria-not-our-problem-calls-n1067391  

 
11 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7682385/Donald-Trump-boasts-Turkish-strongman-Erdogan-friends-long-time.html  
12 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-13/trump-says-he-wants-100-billion-trade-deal-with-turkey 
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• Opening Remarks by President Trump at a Joint Press Conference with President Erdogan: 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you very much, everybody. Please. I want to begin by welcoming the First 

Lady with us, today, and the First Lady of Turkey. Thank you very much for being here. This is a great 

honor to have you. 

And we had a wonderful and a very productive meeting. And before we start, I would like to thank 

President Erdoğan for releasing detainee Serkan Golge, who was in detention — in different forms of 

detention. And I appreciate that very much. That was a very nice tribute. And he’ll be coming back at 

some point in the not-too-distant future. So, that’s — that’s very good news for the United States and 

also very good news for Turkey. 

Turkey, as everyone knows, is a great NATO Ally, and a strategic partner of the United States around 

the world. Our economic relationship has tremendous potential and continues to expand and to grow. 

Direct engagement and diplomacy between our nations are essential to ensuring a future of peace, 

and prosperity, and promise for our citizens. 

Over the course of the day, President Erdoğan and I had a frank and productive conversation on a 

range of very important topics. Among those topics we discussed was the situation in Syria. 

Last month, I sent Vice President Pence; Secretary of State Pompeo is with us; National Security Advisor 

O’Brien — thank you — to meet with President Erdoğan in the hopes of ending all of the hostilities. 

The negotiations were very successful, and the United States and Turkey achieved a tremendous 

amount on that day. And I think we’re working toward getting it better and better. It’s a complicated 

situation. It’s been going on for hundreds of years. 

Today, the ceasefire continues to hold. And I want to thank the President for his partnership and 

cooperation as we work to build a more stable, and peaceful, and prosperous Middle East. We’ve 

assured each other that Turkey will continue to uphold what it’s supposed to uphold. I’m a big fan of 

the President, I have to tell you that. And I know that the ceasefire, while complicated, is moving 

forward and moving forward at a very rapid clip. There’s a lot of people that want to see that work 

after so many decades and so many centuries, you might say. 

The United States and Turkey are working extensively on many other security issues. Turkey has the 

second-largest armed forces in NATO after the United States. And they’re a very strong second, I 

might add. And I’m pleased that Turkey has been steadily increasing its defense spending and is very 

close to the 2-percent-of-GDP range, unlike many of the other countries. At this moment, they’re 8 

out of the 28 countries that are current, in terms of their obligation, financially. 

Turkey has made a vital contribution to NATO’s Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan, and its 

partnership was important to our destruction of the ISIS caliphate. In fact, just recently, when we took 

out al-Baghdadi — and take him out, we did — Turkey knew that we were going over certain areas. 

They were very, very helpful, and we appreciate that very much. Good for both countries. We really 

appreciate it. 

We’re grateful to President Erdoğan and to the citizens of Turkey for their cooperation in the constant 

struggle against terrorism. He fights it like we do. 

Key to our security collaboration is our trade — defense and military equipment program. American 

Foreign Military Sales to Turkey total many billions of dollars, and Turkey supplies component parts 

to many American defense programs. They make parts of the frame, as an example, for the F-35. 

Turkey’s acquisition of sophisticated Russian military equipment, such as the S-400, creates some very 

serious challenges for us, and we are talking about it constantly. We talked about it today. We’re 

talking about it in the future. Hopefully, we’ll be able to resolve that situation. 

We’ve asked our Secretary of State, and Minister of Foreign Affairs, and our respective national security 

advisors to immediately work on resolving the S-400 issue. 

We’ve also recently agreed to work toward a $100 billion two-way trade agreement — Secretary Ross 

is here — and I think we’ve made tremendous progress on that. We have a lot of trade with Turkey, 

but it could be many times larger — and Turkey would like to see that, and it would also be good for 



the United States. So we intend to bring it up to $100 billion. That would be four times what it is right 

now. 

Our goal is to expand commerce between the United States and Turkey, reduce our trade deficit, and 

ensure a truly fair and reciprocal relationship. 

We are, just for those of you that have any interest — we discussed it, today, also — our trade 

agreement with China is moving along very rapidly. We’ll see what happens, but it’s moving along 

rapidly. China wants to make a deal, that I can tell you. 

One of my chief priorities as President has been removing the barriers to American trade and 

investment, and ending the illicit practices that harm our workers. We encourage Turkey to further 

open its markets — and they are doing that; they’re doing that very much — toward American goods 

and American services. Our markets are open. Turkey is opening up their markets and they’re opening 

up rapidly. 

Mr. President, as we have seen in recent weeks, the U.S.-Turkish alliance can be a powerful force for 

security and stability not only in the Middle East, but beyond. 

I look forward to working with you. And to your representatives, I want to thank you very much all for 

being here. I’ve gotten to become very familiar with all of you, and I really appreciate it. You’re doing 

a fantastic job for the people of Turkey. 

And I look forward to continuing to find common ground, harness common purpose, and to advance 

the vital interests of our people and the abiding friendship between our nations. We have a great 

relationship, both personally and with the great country of Turkey, and we look forward to moving 

that forward and making it an even bigger and better relationship. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

⎯ The White House, November 13, 201913 

• “We discussed Syria. We discussed the Kurds. We discussed numerous things, and we're getting 

along very well.” 

 

• “The border and the safe zone is working out very well ... and I gave a lot of credit to Turkey for 

that," the president continued. “The cease-fire is holding very much so, and I think people are 

surprised, and maybe some day they'll give me credit, but probably not.” 

⎯ Politico, December 4, 2019 14 

 

 

 

  

 
13 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-president-erdogan-turkey-joint-press-conference/  
14 https://www.politico.com/news/2019/12/04/trump-erdogan-meet-nato-075188  
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Vice President Biden Quotes on Greece 

 

• “Thank you for your kind letter of August 26, 1975 concerning Greece. I appreciate your kind words 

of support and gratitude for my recent vote not to end the embargo on military aid to Turkey. 

However, I’d like to clarify my position. I voted the way I did not to demonstrate support for or against 

either Turkey or Greece. Rather, I voted this way to support the “best interests” of the United States.” 

⎯Excerpt from Letter to AHI Founder Eugene Rossides  

from Senator Joe Biden, September 2, 1975 

 

• “At stake is the strength of NATO’s southern flank—the tensions between Greece and Turkey 

undermine NATO” 

⎯ Senator Joe Biden Statement in the Congressional Record, July 26th, 1985 

 

• On how Washington's relations with Ankara: “... will be influenced by how the Cyprus problem is 

solved, namely by the full withdrawal of Turkey, and from how Greek and Turkish differences in the 

Aegean are settled.”  

⎯ Ekathimerini, September 1, 200815 

• “When I say I'm Greek every day, it's not merely because my first election the Greek community elected 

me. But the truth of the matter is that Greece in America – Greece and America share common values, 

common goals, a common philosophical tradition going back to the great scholars of ancient Greece.” 

⎯ The American Presidency Project, March 25, 200916 

“I have met with every Greek Prime Minister since 1973.” 

 

“President Obama and I have pressed our European partners hard to provide strong support for 

Greece…We supported Greece in getting back on its feet.” 

 

⎯ Address of Vice President Joe Biden at the Grand 

Banquet of Clergy-Laity 2014, July 20, 201417 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 https://www.ekathimerini.com/59394/article/ekathimerini/news/biden-wants-end-to-cyprus-occupation 
16 https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/remarks-the-vice-president-celebration-greek-independence-day 
17 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVndz_nfQJE 
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Vice President Biden Quotes on Cyprus 

• In 1984, Senator Biden introduced an amendment (S.Amdt.7022 to H.J.Res.648) which 

required that for Turkey to receive grant military assistance, the formerly Greek-Cypriot area 

of Famagusta/Varosha must be returned to the Republic of Cyprus under the auspices of the 

United Nations for immediate resettlement of refugees. On October 4, 1984 a motion to table 

SP 7022 was agreed to in Senate by Yea-Nay Vote. 51-46. 18 

• “Cyprus remains illegally divided; its northern sector occupied by Turkish forces in defiance of the U.N. 

Charter and the Helsinki Final Act. The Cyprus Government has demonstrated that it is prepared for 

peace, but the stubborn resistance of the Turkish Cypriots at Turkey’s orders stands in the way of a 

final settlement.” 

⎯Senate Foreign Relations Committee Confirmation Hearings on  

September 28, 1993, for a new U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus 

• “The end of the Cold War has offered the opportunity for peaceful solutions of several conflicts once 

considered perpetual, including the Arab-Israeli, Bosnian, and Northern Irish. Bucking this trend is the 

unresolved illegal occupation of Cyprus by Turkey. The continued division of Cyprus is a dispute of 

high national security importance to the United States. The “cold peace” status quo on this troubled 

island is simply not an option.”  

⎯Excerpt from “The Need for Immediate Action on Cyprus by  

Joseph R. Biden Jr.”, June 9, 1998 

 

• “The only truly unresolved and unremitting injustice that exists in that whole area of the world is 

Cyprus. It is still there.  

The U.S. should demand, should make absolutely clear, that the basis of the relationship is impacted 

upon by how Cyprus is resolved, Turkey disengaging completely, how disputes between Greece and 

Turkey in the Aegean are settled in the future, how we deal with those false claims relating to access 

to oil that has now been found essentially in the continental self of Cyprus and how the Patriarch is 

treated.”  

Interviewed by Voice of America correspondent George Bistis, May 17, 2007.19  

 

• “Turkey should begin the withdrawal of troops from Cyprus. The presence of these forces is neither 

justified nor necessary and complicates efforts to return the island to a state of lasting peace.” 

⎯ The Lowell Sun, Quote from July 26, 2007; Published January 22, 200820 

• Upon landing in Cyprus: "I wanted to come to primarily underscore the value the United States 

attaches to our growing cooperation with the Republic of Cyprus," Biden said. "This relationship is 

now a genuine strategic partnership which holds great promise." 

⎯ The Guardian, May 21, 201421 

 
18 https://www.congress.gov/amendment/98th-congress/senate-amendment/7022/all-info?s=1&r=24 
19 http://www.hri.org/news/usa/voa/2007/07-05-20.voa.html#01 
20 https://www.lowellsun.com/2008/01/22/cypriots-show-ability-to-co-exist/ 

21 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/22/us-vice-president-joe-biden-visits-cyprus-energy-cooperation 
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• “And Cyprus is poised to become a key player in the Eastern Mediterranean into a new -- transforming 

the Eastern Mediterranean into a new global hub for natural gas and markets.” 

• “Think about where we can go if we can free the next generation from the conflicts of the past. Once 

that is done, there is simply no limit to what Cyprus can achieve, and to what this partnership between 

Cyprus and the United States can achieve.” 

• Biden in Cyprus: “Tonight, I heard both leaders confirm a common objective -- the reunification of 

Cyprus as a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation. I heard common ground on certain aspects of these 

negotiations. I also heard differences. But I do not believe they are irreconcilable differences.” 

⎯ The White House, May 22, 201422 

• “That’s one of the reasons why I recently went to Cyprus -- the highest-ranking U.S. official to visit 

Cyprus in five decades -- because I wanted to encourage the Cypriots to develop their energy 

resources in cooperation with all -- all -- their neighbors; and to make clear that everyone benefits if 

the entire Eastern Mediterranean can work together to become a hub for natural gas markets.” 

“This was a big part my message when I was in Cyprus in May, that energy can and should serve as 

the tool for cooperation, for stability, for security and prosperity.” 

• “Today, the potential exists -- if the political will is there -- to reach a solution that benefits everyone 

on the island and in the region. Right now that requires a focus on de-escalating tensions and 

returning to the negotiating table in Cyprus. Given the significant energy potential in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, the rewards to both communities on Cyprus of finding a cooperative path forward has 

never been greater.” 

⎯ The White House, November 22, 201423 

• With Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu: “Mr. Prime Minister, how much I appreciate your 

commitment to try to end years of deadlock in the conflict on Cyprus. Both -- I met with both parties 

on the island, they're moving toward a negotiated agreement. I think it may be -- may be, God willing 

-- finally within the reach to see if we can reach a settlement. Turkey is playing a critical role in 

advancing a just and lasting settlement. And I want to thank the Prime Minister for the strong support 

of what has turned out to be, in my view after dealing with this for years and years and years, genuinely 

Cyprus-led discussions, which is the key ultimately.” 

• With Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim: “We also spoke about how the United States and Turkey 

can continue to support Cypriot leaders as they work to conclude an agreement this year hopefully 

that will reunify the island in a bizonal, bicommunal federation.” 

⎯ The White House, January 23, 201624 

 
22 https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/05/22/remarks-vice-president-joe-biden-official-lunch-president-nicos-anastasi  
23 https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/22/statement-press-vice-president-joe-biden-and-turkish-president-recep-erd 
24 https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/01/25/remarks-vice-president-joe-biden-after-meeting-turkish-prime-minister 
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Vice President Biden Quotes on Turkey 

• “Faced with political instability and economic malaise, Turkish leaders may not find it easy to 

compromise on emotion-ridden issues. But as Prime Minister Demirel knows, a solution on Cyprus 

and a détente with Greece would contribute greatly to Turkey’s own security interests.”  

⎯ News Release From the Office of Senator Joe Biden, July 3, 1980 

• “In the U.S. Senate, I have worked over these past 11 years with many of my colleagues—Senators 

Pell, Sarbanes, Pressler, and many others—t o isolate Turkey for its arrogant invasion and takeover [of 

Cyprus]…we have had some success at passing measures that send strong signals to the Turkish 

Government—the 7 to 10 aid ratio is now a fixture of the foreign aid bill” 

⎯ Senator Joe Biden Statement in the Congressional Record, July 26th, 1985 

 

•  “Turkey should begin the withdrawal of troops from Cyprus. The presence of these forces is neither 

justified nor necessary and complicates efforts to return the island to a state of lasting peace.” 

⎯ The Lowell Sun, Quote from July 26, 2007; Published January 22, 200825 

 

• He said that the right to decide who the Patriarch is, is not the business of any state to determine. He 

also said that the right to reopen Halki Seminary is basic, and the protection of the holy places and 

the heritage sites in Turkey is absolutely necessary. 

⎯ Clergy Laity Conference of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, July 10, 201426 

 

• Biden said that the United States "will continue to work with Turkey on pursuing shared interests in 

the Middle East and North Africa." 

⎯ CBS News, December 2, 201127 

• “It took a while for Turkey, a Sunni nation, to figure out that ISIL was a direct and immediate threat to 

their well-being.”  

⎯ New York Times; October 4, 201428 

 

• Biden in Turkey: “And the one thing that is absolutely clear is that the depth of that friendship and the 

resolve of that partnership is as strong as it has ever been,” Vice President said after meeting with 

President Erdoğan. “In spite of the fact that the world is facing and we collectively are facing some 

difficult problems right now.” 

⎯ U.S. Embassy and Consulates in Turkey; November 21, 201429 

• “We need Turkey, and I think that Turkey believes that it needs us as well.”  

⎯ RT, November 22, 201430 

 
25 https://www.lowellsun.com/2008/01/22/cypriots-show-ability-to-co-exist/ 
26 https://www.clergylaity.org/-/vice-president-biden-addresses-clergy-laity-banquet-expressing-support-for-the-ecumenical-patriarchate-cyprus-

and-greece 
27 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/biden-urges-turkey-to-impose-iranian-sanctions/ 
28 https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/05/world/europe/turkish-leader-demands-biden-apology.html  
29 https://tr.usembassy.gov/vice-president-joe-bidens-visit-turkey/  
30 https://www.rt.com/usa/207995-biden-turkey-visit-protest/ 
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• “The more Turkey succeeds, the stronger the message sent to the entire Middle East and parts of the 

world who are only beginning to grapple with the notion of freedom…But when the media are 

intimidated or imprisoned for critical reporting, when internet freedom is curtailed and social media 

sites...are shut down and more than 1,000 academics are accused of treason simply by signing a 

petition, that’s not the kind of example that needs to be set,” he told reporters.  

⎯ Reuters, January 22, 201631 

• On US-Turkey relations: “The people of Turkey have no greater friend, if you'll excuse me for being so 

self-serving, have no greater friend than the United States of America. Let me say it again. You have 

no greater friend than the United States of America.” 

⎯ C-Span, August 24, 201632 

• On Turkey Coup and Gulen Extradition: "We have no reason to shelter someone who would attack an 

ally and try to overthrow a democracy," Biden said. "Can you imagine us being happy with another 

military state? We didn’t get on so well with your previous military states. So what motive could we 

possibly have? None. Except we're bound by the law." 

⎯ NBC News, August 25, 201633 

• On Trump’s withdrawal from Syria & Turkey’s military offensive: “It’s more insidious than the betrayal 

of our brave Kurdish partners; it’s more dangerous than taking the boot off the neck of ISIS,” the 

former vice president said. “Trump is demolishing the moral authority of the United States of America”  

⎯ AP News, October 16, 201934 

• New York Times interview conducted December 16, 2019 

Q: Do you feel comfortable with the United States still having nuclear weapons in Turkey given 

Erdogan’s behavior? 

A: “The answer is my comfort level is diminished a great deal. I’ve spent a lot of time with Erdogan. 

More than anybody in our administration did because Erdogan concluded that he’d only talk to me 

because he thought I wasn’t anti-Islam. Remember when I made that speech to NATO saying, when 

he got elected, ‘You had to reach out. This is an opportunity to bring another Muslim country.’ And 

you knew why they were acting the way they did in other countries in Europe, to not reach out at all 

for the first election.” 

Q: You mean because of anti-Muslim bias? 

A: “Yeah. I’ve spent a lot of time with him. He is an autocrat. He’s the president of Turkey and a lot 

more. What I think we should be doing is taking a very different approach to him now, making it clear 

that we support opposition leadership. Making it clear that we are in a position where we have a way 

which was working for a while to integrate the Kurdish population who wanted to participate in the 

process in their parliament, etc. Because we have to speak out about what we in fact think is wrong. 

He has to pay a price. He has to pay a price for whether or not we’re going to continue to sell certain 

weapons to him. In fact, if he has the air defense system that they’re flying [F-35’s] through to see how 

they can try to figure out how to do it.  

So I’m very concerned about it. I’m very concerned about it. But I’m still of the view that if we were to 

engage more directly like I was doing with them, that we can support those elements of the Turkish 

leadership that still exist and get more from them and embolden them to be able to take on and 

defeat Erdogan. Not by a coup, not by a coup, but by the electoral process. He got blown out. He got 

blown out in Istanbul, he got blown out in his party. So what do we do now? We just sit there, and 

 
31 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-turkey-biden-idUSKCN0V01PC  
32 https://www.c-span.org/video/?414330-1/vice-president-joe-biden-holds-press-conference-turkish-prime-minister 
33 https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/turkey-military-coup/biden-turkey-we-re-bound-law-pennsylvania-imam-wanted-failed-n637816  
34 https://apnews.com/761d315d0cf543f1b5c5fb377d8340a1  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-turkey-biden-idUSKCN0V01PC
https://www.c-span.org/video/?414330-1/vice-president-joe-biden-holds-press-conference-turkish-prime-minister
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/turkey-military-coup/biden-turkey-we-re-bound-law-pennsylvania-imam-wanted-failed-n637816
https://apnews.com/761d315d0cf543f1b5c5fb377d8340a1


yielded. And the last thing I would’ve done is yielded to him with regard to the Kurds. The absolute 

last thing.  

I had a couple of those meetings with him about the Kurds, and they did not clamp down at the time. 

We have to make it clear that if they’re looking to, because, at the end of the day, Turkey doesn’t want 

to have to rely on Russia. They’ve had a bite out of that apple a long time ago. But they got to 

understand that we’re not going to continue to play with them the way we have. So I am very 

concerned. I am very concerned. I’m very concerned about our airfields and access to them as well. 

And I think it takes an awful lot of work for us to be able to get together with our allies in the region 

and deal with how we isolate his actions in the region, particularly in the Eastern Mediterranean in 

relating to oil and a whole range of other things which take too long to go into. But the answer is yes, 

I’m worried.” 

⎯ New York Times, January 17, 202035 

 

Statement by Vice-President Joe Biden on Tensions Between Greece & Turkey, October 6, 202036 
 

“I support the efforts of NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and our European allies, as well as 

the United States, to defuse tensions in the eastern Mediterranean and avoid a conflict from emerging 

within NATO. Disagreements in the region should be resolved peacefully, and the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of all countries must be respected and protected.  

The agreement to establish a military deconfliction mechanism and the resumption of diplomatic talks 

between Greece and Turkey are welcome steps in the right direction. I also applaud Congressional 

action to finally end the counterproductive embargo on nonlethal security assistance for Cyprus, which 

is a strategic partner for the United States.  

The Trump administration must press Turkey to refrain from any further provocative actions in the 

region against Greece, including threats of force, to create the space for diplomacy to succeed. I also 

call on Turkish President Erdogan to reverse his recent decision to convert the Hagia Sophia to a 

mosque and to return this treasure to its former status as a museum, ensuring equal access for all, 

including the Orthodox faithful.” 
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