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February, 2019 

 

Dear Friend,  

 Ancient Greece gave birth to the ideals and principles that are the 

foundation of western democracies. As such, all Americans share in the Hellenic 

spirit which is embedded in the DNA of our constitution and at the core of our 

cherished liberties.  

 As Americans of Greek heritage, we take special pride in the success of 

our great nation knowing that these Hellenic principles have provided the basis for 

the unprecedented prosperity of our country.  

 This coming March 25th, Greece will celebrate the 198th anniversary of its 

independence. AHI will celebrate this anniversary with our annual “Congressional 

Salute to Greek Independence Day” on March 27th at Capitol Hill in the Rayburn 

House Office Building, Room 2060.  

If you will be in the area, I encourage you to join us and Members of 

Congress from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm to commemorate the founding of the Modern 

Greek state.  

The celebration of Greek independence is an important reminder for free 

citizens around the world: Hellenism and the rule of law must be defended or else 

we can expect the slow erosion of the very principles that provide the 

underpinning of our society.  

For the past 44 years, AHI has been a leader in defending Hellenism, 

promoting Hellenic ideals, and strengthening relations between the United States 

and Greece.   

This has not been an easy task as Turkey continues its multi-fold 

provocative actions in the Aegean and off the coast of Cyprus.  

In January, two Turkish F-16 fighter jets violated the Greek airspace with 

one of them harassing a Greek military “Super Puma” helicopter – almost leading 

to an accident by causing severe turbulence. In December 2018, fifteen armed 

Turkish fighter jets conducted 107 violations in the Aegean, as well as two over 

flights over the islets of Anthropofagos and Makronisi in the eastern Aegean. 

According to the Hellenic National Defense General Staff, they also engaged in 

four mock dogfights with Greek jets. In addition, in recent months, Turkey 

continues to issue several NAVTEXes (navigational telex) to conduct operations 

and exercises in segments of the Greek continental shelf or in Cyprus's exclusive 

economic zone that elevate tensions with Greece and Cyprus. These actions also 

have dire implications for U.S. security interests in the Eastern Mediterranean by 

virtue of upsetting the very delicate balance of stability in the region. Tensions are 

running high! 
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It is extremely important for AHI to host the “Congressional Salute to Greek 

Independence Day” on Capitol Hill in Rayburn House Office Building Room 2060 on March 

27th, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. as this event serves to raise these issues to the members of 

Congress and their staffs.  

Of course, this work goes beyond hosting a reception. It must take place in the halls of 

Congress. It must take place in meetings with policy makers in the Executive Branch, State 

Department, and Department of Defense. It must take place in classrooms and at symposia across 

the country.   

This is the work of AHI. But most importantly: it must have people like you.  

This year, to celebrate Greek independence and the enduring strength of the Hellenic 

spirit, I ask that you make a special Greek Independence Day gift of $100 or even $250 so that 

we may continue to promote and defend Hellenism.  

Please use the enclosed reply form and envelope to return your decision to me as quickly 

as possible.  

I am hoping to make a special announcement at our celebration on Capitol Hill that AHI 

members made gifts totaling more than $10,000 in honor of Greek independence and in support 

of AHI’s work.  

I believe this would send a strong message of unity to the elected officials in attendance. I 

encourage you to consider attending if you live in or around Washington or plan to be in town.  

I look forward to hearing from you and hope you will be able to join us on Capitol Hill.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Nick Larigakis 

President 


